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W r appi n g up the Year
This Year 's W rap I t  Up Ral ly

T he school  year  i s com ing to an  
end and i t  has been  celebr ated  w i th  a 
W r ap  i t  up  Ral ly. Clubs l i ke Korean  Club, 
IDAN CE, cheer lead ing, Club, and L SU  
per for m ed in  I ndependence?s f inal  r al ly  
for  the 20 22-20 23 school  year . N ot on ly  
clubs were in  the r al ly  but studen ts and 
staf f  had gam es of  tug or  war, dodgebal l , 
and m usical  chai r s wh ich  was a f un  way to 
close of f  the school  year  w i th  f un  
in ter act ive even ts. 

Sen ior s exper ienced thei r  f inal  r al ly  
of  thei r  h igh  school  career  and looked 
for ward  to the act iv i t ies and per for m ances 
p lanned. W e asked studen ts about thei r  
though ts on  the r al ly.

Sen ior  N icole L agazo shared, ?I  was 
look ing for ward  to exper iencing the sen ior  

class cheer  for  the f inal  t im e. And I  l i ked  
watch ing the Club, K-Club, and ID ance 
per for m ances.? 

Jun ior  L esly  Rosas also shared, "I  
was m ost exci ted  for  L SU?s per for m ance 
because I  l i ke thei r  r epresen tat ion  of  the 
L at in  cu l ture.? 

At the end of  the r al ly  sen ior s were 
awarded w i th  the independence honor s 
awards r anging f rom  spor ts, academ ics, 
and m ost involved at  I ndependence. 

Sen ior  N uha Khan , a nom inee said , 
?I t?s a great honor  to be recogn ized by m y 
teacher s.?

O nce the r al ly  was f in ished al l  

sen ior s were gathered in  order  to take the 
panor am a photo. T hey sat gathered on  the 
gym  seats and posed for  the photo that  
they cou ld  later  buy for  m em or ies of  thei r  
sen ior  classm ates and sen ior  year . 

Sen ior  Br yanna Cabana who 
par t i cipated  in  the panor am a said , ?I t?s 
n ice that the panor am a w i l l  let  m e have 
m em or ies of  som e of  m y f r iends.? 

As th is was the last  r al ly  of  the 
20 22-20 23 school  year , sen ior s cher ished 
thei r  last  h igh  school  r al ly  and studen ts 
were m ore sp i r i ted  and cheered louder  as 
the school  year  was near ly  over . W i th  the 
r al ly, school  sp i r i t  was doubled  and shared 
for  the end of  the school  year . 

By Lani Chau, Neveah Garcia, and Darian Domingo

W hat  W er e Cl ass of  2023?s M ost  M em or abl e M om en ts? 
Seniors Rem in iscing Their  H igh School  Years
By Jacqueline Do, Michelle Huynh, and Jayda Sarabia

Gr aduat ion  day is com ing for  IH S 
sen ior s and alm ost al l  are coun t ing down  
the days un t i l  they can  walk across the 
stage and be done w i th  h igh  school . 
Al though  i t?s alm ost t im e for  the sen ior s to 
m ove on to thei r  next  chap ter , r em in iscing 
the past four  year s of  h igh  school  and 
th ink ing about what m ade the four  year s 
m ost m em or able is som eth ing that i s f un  
and in terest ing to do. A num ber  of  sen ior s 
were asked to look back on  thei r  four  year s 
of  h igh  school  and share what thei r  m ost 
m em or able m om en ts were at  
I ndependence. T he fol low ing responses 
were shared:  

"T h roughout h igh  school  I ?ve 
always had m em or able m om en ts that  I  
r eal ly  w ish  I  cou ld  talk about, however  the 
ones that I  cher ish  the m ost are the 
m ul t i cu l tur al  r al l ies that  are held  ever y 
year. Even  though  I ?ve on ly  been  in  the 
aud ience I  was always ecstat ic to see m y 
f r iends and fel low classm ates per for m  
w i th  such  big sm i les on  thei r  f aces. I t?s 
shown  m e that even  though  our  school  
reputat ion  m akes other s perceive us as 
?bad? or  ?ghetto?, we p rove them  wrong 
and show that we?re a strong com m un i ty  
that?s able to up l i f t  other s and celebr ate 
our  d iver si ty  and ach ievem en ts,? says 

Cai t lynn  Troung.

?In  m y sen ior  year , I  had 3 
per for m ances in  the M ul t i cu l tur al  Ral ly  
20 23 and the per for m ances were: Korean  
Club's t r ad i t ional  Korean  D ance, L SU 's 
Folk lór ico, and the Par ade of  N at ions, the 
last  and best per for m ance over al l  in  
M ul t i cu l tur al  Ral ly  20 23,? Sean  Tsang 
com m en ts.

Paulo Jim enez adds, ?M y m ost 
m em or able m om en t i s p robably  m essing 
up  dur ing the uku lele par t  of  the 
m ul t i cu l tur al  r al ly. Stup id  am pl i f ier .?  
(Cont. on page 12)
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Counselor s at  I ndependence have 
received som e cr i t i cism  over  the year s 
f r om  f r ustr ated  studen ts, but  at  the sam e 
t im e, counselor s have to deal  w i th  
m ul t ip le f actor s when  help ing studen ts 
w i th  thei r  schedules that few, i f  any, 
studen ts real ly  under stand or  know about.

Studen ts have com plained about not 
gett ing the class they wan t, not  being 
al lowed to drop  out of  a class that i s 
af fect ing thei r  m en tal  heal th , or  not being 
able to change the t im e they star t  thei r  
classes. 

Sen ior  N and ine Vasudeva said , ?In  
m y f reshm an  year, I  wan ted to have ar t  
class but I  got  put in to dr am a instead, even  
when  I  never  requested that class. W hen  I  
t r ied  to sw i tch , m y counselor  refused and 
said  i t  was better  for  m e to take the class in  
m y sen ior  year . Basical ly, I  had to deal  
w i th  th is class and wai t  a few year s to 
actual ly  take the class I  wan ted.? 

Sen ior  Jer icho Reyes said , ?M y bad 
exper ience was when  I  t r ied  to change m y 
schedule f r om  a late schedule to ear ly  
schedule. W e had a one-on -one wh ich  she 
[the counselor ]  stated  that I  cou ldn?t 
change m y schedule and that i t  was too 
late (Septem ber). I  exp lained to her  that  I  
would  have no one to d rop  m e of f  to 
school  and she stated  that i t  was too late to 
change m y schedule. N ow I  am  str uggl ing 
just  going to school  because she cared 
m ore about there being no room  then  
som eone who is being ver y t r ansparen t 
and tel l ing her  m y str uggle.? 

And wh i le those com plain ts and 

op in ions are val id , there are exter nal  
ci r cum stances and hard  wor k that  goes 
beh ind  the counsel ing p rocess that 
p reven ts studen ts f r om  gett ing what they 
wan t. 

M s. H uynh  says, ?T here are f actor s 
studen ts do not consider , in  wh ich  a 
School  Counselor  m ust consider ; for  
exam ple, for  ever y new studen t added to a 
class m ore unnecessar y wor k and stress is 
added on to a teacher  to help  the studen t 
p lay catch  up . A class cou ld  have extr a 
desks, but doesn?t m ean  there is 
avai labi l i ty  as each  class is capped at  a 
m axim um  num ber. W hat studen ts also 
don?t th ink about i s that  i f  there is 
avai labi l i ty, we need to save space for  the 
20 0  studen ts who on  aver age en rol l  
th roughout the school  year .?

?I t  i s m ore than  just  giv ing studen ts 
the classes that they wan t. As counselor s, 
we of  cour se wan t to give studen ts the 
classes that they wan t and w i l l  en joy 
tak ing. Som etim es room  just  doesn 't  
per m i t  dur ing a speci f i c year  and 
som etim es h igh  school  gr aduat ion  
requ i rem en ts haven 't  been  m et; therefore, 
other  necessar y classes need to be 
taken? As counselor s, a big par t  of  our  job 
is being the studen ts #1 advocate at  school . 
W e do our  ver y best to set  up  ever y 
studen t for  success! But recogn ize we won't  
always be able to p lease ever yone.? adds 
M s. M arquez. 

Add i t ional ly, M r. Ly states, ?W hen  i t  
com es to m en tal  heal th , our  school  
counselor s are com m i t ted  to suppor t ing 

studen ts in  a car ing and m indfu l  way. W e 
under stand that som et im es the under ly ing 
issues af fect ing a studen t 's academ ic 
per for m ance are beyond school  and m ay 
requ i re add i t ional  suppor t  beyond 
schedule changes? W h i le gr ades are an  
im por tan t par t  of  the academ ic 
exper ience, I  wan t our  studen ts to see 
them selves as m ore than  a score but as 
hum an  beings. Gr ades aren 't  the 
gold-p lates ind icator  of  success. Success is 
m ore than  just  gr ades or  test  scores.?

L ast ly, i t?s im por tan t to rem em ber  
that  each  counselor  has between  40 0  and 
50 0  studen ts. T he counsel ing team  
m anages a lot  of  studen ts and ef fect ively  
addresses the global  teacher  and staf f  
shor tage. I f  your  needs aren?t m et, i t?s 
because there are sever al  other  f actor s 
involved. W e should  lear n  to appreciate 
our  counselor s as they have m ul t ip le 
responsibi l i t ies. I t?s not an  easy job af ter  
al l . 

H owever, even  i f  our  counselor s 
can?t f u l f i l l  our  requests due to exter nal  
ci r cum stances, they should  at  least  t r y  to 
m ake an  ef for t  to l i sten  and of fer  suppor t  
r ather  than  r ush ing to m ove on  to another  
studen t. I  bel ieve that I  can  speak for  the 
m ajor i ty  of  studen ts when  I  say that we 
wan t to feel  that  our  counselor s hear  and 
under stand our  str uggles and concer ns. 
M any studen ts say they don?t feel  heard  
when  expressing thei r  i ssues, but m aybe 
now we know what counselor s? job 
responsibi l i t ies are, and we can  under stand 
wh i le ask ing counselor s to be m ore aware 
of  studen t f r ustr at ions at  the sam e t im e. 

By Puneet Kaur Johal 

H ey Sixer s! T he year book w i l l  be 
releasing soon  and i t?s packed fu l l  of  
wonder fu l  photos and m em or ies! I ?l l  be 
talk ing about the creat ion  of  the year book, 
but I ?l l  give you som e gener al  in for m at ion  
f i r st . T he 20 22-20 23 I ndependence 
year book is t i t led , ?Al l  D ecked O ut.? T he 
nam e was given  due to the them e of  cards. 
T he t i t le and them e connect w i th  last  
year ?s t i t le of  ?Af ter  T he Rain .? W e wan ted 
to m ake i t  a f r esh  star t  f r om  the past 
coup le of  year s and show that we have fu l l  
con f idence in  our  school?s abi l i ty  to 
ach ieve h igher  than  cer tain  expectat ions. I f  
you wan t to order  the year book now, go to 
the A-0 6 bank to purchase a copy !

To star t , the year book m ak ing 
p rocess was ver y stressfu l . I t  f i r st  begins 
w i th  the br ainstor m ing p rocess. W e began  

in  Januar y, giv ing us a shor t  w indow of  
t im e to create the en t i r e year book. As a 
class, we star ted  th row ing out ideas about 
the them e and creat ing a m ean ing beh ind  
the t i t le. Af ter  com ing up  w i th  that , i t  was 
t im e to star t  m ak ing decisions about what 
top ics to cover  on  each  page and lay out 
what goes on  each  page. T he jour nal ism  
class is f i l led  w i th  m any talen ted  and 
passionate studen ts who wan ted to help  
design  the year book. To get a cohesive 
p lan  and str ucture going, we sp l i t  the 
team s in to two. T he f i r st  team  were the 
year book ed i tor s, who wor ked on  
design ing ar twor k , lay ing out the pages, 
and m ak ing execut ive decisions about the 
con ten ts of  the year book. T he ed i tor s 
included: Ar w in  Flores, Tanya D esai , 
M ichel le H uynh , Jayda Sar abia, and 

Jacquel ine D o. N ext up , the year book 
photogr apher s! T hese peop le were the 
ones who took the p ictures of  classes, 
clubs, spor t ing even ts, and school  
act iv i t ies!. T he photogr apher s included: 
Jasm ine M ok, Jor ge H er nandez, Key r a 
Agui ler a, Ly r ic Sauao, Jordan  D elos Reyes, 
and Alex L e. So in  total , the ed i tor s and 
photogr apher s com bined to m ake up  th is 
year ?s year book staf f !

Gather ing photos was a f un , but 
t i r ing p rocess. Photogr apher s had to 
at tend cer tain  even ts and even  go to 
d i f feren t classroom s to take p ictures. 
Year book ed i tor , Tanya D esai  (12) talked 
about the p rocess say ing, ?W e d idn?t have a 
lot  of  photos, so we had to reach  out to 
m any peop le for  d i f feren t photos.? I t  was 
honest ly  som eth ing that we are so gr atefu l  

for  and I  would  l i ke to thank ever yone 
who?s helped us out. Even  though  we got 
photos, that  was on ly  the f i r st  step . W i th  
each  p icture, we needed to cap t ion  the 
photo, wh ich  brough t a m y r iad  of  
chal lenges along w i th  i t . W e had to 
include in for m at ion  such  as: the peop le 
in  focus, thei r  gr ade level , and a 
descr ip t ion  of  the act ion  dep icted  in  each  
photo. Year book photogr apher  Jor ge 
H er nandez (12), com m en ted, ?Tak ing 
photos of  the d i f feren t classroom s was 
w i ld . You d idn?t know what to expect!? I t  
was a tough  task , but we even tual ly  pu l led  
th rough  and were able to include i t  al l !

W i th  al l  the hardsh ips, I ?m  ver y 
p roud of  the whole year book staf f  for  
com plet ing the whole p roject . ?W or k ing 
on  the year book was k inda stressfu l , but  
i t  was k inda reward ing when  I  got ta see i t  
al l  laid  out on  the page,? Tanya D esai  (12) 
m en t ioned. Being able to see the f in ished 
p roduct in  our  hands w i l l  be an  
extrem ely em ot ional  m om en t for  the 
whole class. T he year book is alm ost out, 
so stay tuned for  m ore news about 
receiv ing your  year book soon !

"Al l  Deck ed  Ou t"
By Arwin Flores

I t?s f inal ly  t im e for  the sen ior s to leave 
I ndependence H igh  School . Af ter  4 year s 
of  coun t less tests, hom ewor k , and f ind ing 
our  way around the 10 3 acres of  the 
cam pus, the sen ior s are gr aduat ing on  the 
last  day of  M ay. T here have been  d i f feren t 
responses to how the sen ior s have been  
feel ing due to the upcom ing even t, f r om  
ner vousness to exci tem en t, i t  t r u ly  i s a big 
step  towards the f u ture of  the sen ior s. 

Sen ior  Andy Soukaseum  states h is cur ren t 
em ot ions towards the next coup le weeks 
lead ing up  to i t , ?I  am  exci ted  for  
gr aduat ion  but a l i t t le ner vous for  i t  
because of  the new responsibi l i t ies I  w i l l  
be tak ing L O L .? 

T he sen ior s have thei r  f inals a week in  
advance, giv ing them  a week of f  to 
possibly  spend stress f ree. T he day before 
gr aduat ion , the studen t gover n ing board  
has set up  a day at  the pool  for  the 
gr aduat ing class to relax and spend one 
last  t im e together  before the school  year  
ends. 

W i th  thei r  gowns ready, gr ades ear ned by 
hour s of  wor k , and a sense of  
accom pl ishm en t for  f inal ly  being able to 
gr aduate f rom  Independence H igh  School . 
I ndy I nsider  w ishes al l  gr aduates wel l , and 
we hope for  the best to our  newest alum n i . 

Con fusi on  Over  Coun sel i n g
Com plain ts swir l , but students have m isconceptions about counselor s' jobs 
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Aquatic Adventur es
T he W ater  W alk , an  even t where 

studen ts load water  on  thei r  backs and 
lear n  about water  conser vat ion , was held  
for  the second year  in  a row by Solar  
Su i tcase and M r. Stone.

W hen  asked why water  walk was 
conceived, M r. Stone said  ?In  20 17, I  
v isi ted  Kenya, Af r i ca w i th  2 solar  su i tcase 
m em ber s. O ne of  the act iv i t ies we d id  was 
v isi t  a near by v i l lage and we car r ied  water  
in  buckets in  a stream ? T he lad ies do i t  4-5 
t im es a way. H ere where you can  get as 
m uch  water  as you wan t, i t  m ade an  
im pression  on  us what peop le had to 
do? we wan ted to show that exper ience 
back to I ndependence.?

Along the tr ack there were panels 
show ing in for m at ion  about water  
consum ption  and conser vat ion , studen ts 
would  then  be qu izzed on  said  

in for m at ion  af ter  they com pleted  the 
cour se. W inner s of  the t r ack w i l l  be 
decided by two m etr ics: (1) H ow fast  one 
com pletes the t r ack (2) H ow wel l  one does 
on  the qu izzes; the lat ter  w i l l  be weighed 
m ore.

W hen  asked about how cheat ing 
w i l l  be addressed, M r. Stone said  ?Instead 
of  any k ind  of  electron ic subm ission  we 
w i l l  have paper  subm issions. W e w i l l  have 
p roctor ing that w i l l  d isable electron ics. W e 
real ized that was a p roblem  so we would  
am end i t .? 

I n  add i t ion  to the signature t rek , 
the W ater  W alk also features per for m ances 
f rom  M r. Br andt, D esi  Club, Cloud 9, VSA, 
Ch inese Club, and Ukulele Club, as wel l  as 
act iv i t ies and a bur ger  gr i l l . 

T he solar  su i tcase club ci tes the 
lack of  peop le r unn ing al l  of  these 

add i t ional  features of  the water  walk as 
thei r  biggest chal lenge. T h is year , studen ts 
w i l l  have the oppor tun i ty  to wor k at  
d i f feren t t im es instead of  al l  of  them  
wor k ing on  one sh i f t .

Club H istor ian  D ar rel l  Sal inas 
m en t ioned ?T he W ater  W alk 's greatest  
chal lenge was our  club size. W e are such  a 
sm al l  group  tr y ing to m ake a school-w ide 
even t, and gett ing m ore peop le to help  has 
been  the m ain  str uggle.?

T he m oney r aised by W ater  W alk 
w i l l  be used to buy Solar  Su i tcases for  next 
year .

?[I t  i s]  a por table r ugged ized solar  
system  that i s m ean t to be dep loyed in  
develop ing coun tr ies? ? said  M r. Stone 
?...such  as Kenya, Uganda, and the 
Ph i l ipp ines. 2 in  I nde as an  em er gency, 
and som e in  the N at ive Reser vat ions.? 

By Jordan Delos Reyes

T he D r am a depar tm en t p resen ted 
i ts spr ing m usical  Cabaret.

 Shows dates were 3/ 17, 3/ 18, 3/ 24, and 
3/ 25 star t ing at  7 PM  w i th  a 5 PM  M at inee 
on  3/ 23.

W hen  asked what the p lay is about, 
D i rector  of  the D r am a D epar tm en t Robin  
Edwards exp lained ?I t  i s taken  f rom  John  
Vendor ?s I  am a Camera, a stor y  of  an  
Am er ican  I nvest igat ing 1930 s Ger m any as 
the N azis com e in to power. H e O bser ves 
Ger m any going f rom  a th r iv ing 
dem ocr acy to what w i l l  lead to W W 2.?

Cabaret features m ul t ip le p lot  l ines: 
A young wr i ter  gets in to a relat ionsh ip  
w i th  an  Engl ish  Cabaret Singer ; At  the 
sam e t im e an  older  Ger m an  wom an  and a 
Jew ish  m an  begin  thei r  own  rom ance; Al l  
the wh i le sever al  Cabaret  M em ber s ref lect  
what had happened.

T h is p lay is in tended for  older  
teens and adu l ts (w i th  a PG13 advisor y); 
the stor y  i s set  in  a n igh tclub and Edwards 
m en t ioned that i t  p ressed the boundar ies 
of  what teenager s cou ld  do in  a 
per for m ance.

Edwards said , ?[I t  has som e] r i sque 
bi ts to i t . Takes p lace in  a n igh tclub. T h is 
i s a dar ker  m usical , m akes you th ink 
about the wor ld . ?

D esp i te the spr ing m usicals 
typ ical ly  being m ore l igh thear ted , there 
were a few reasons as to why th is m usical  
was selected :

T he biggest reason  for  th is choice 
would  be what has been  going on  in  
Ukr aine. Edwards said  that  Put in?s 
escalat ing act ions had rem inded her  
of  th is m usical  that  she d id  back when  
she was in  h igh  school . I n  add i t ion , 
Edwards ci tes m oder n  Am er ica as a 
reason  for  why she chose th is p lay.

?W e [peop le don?t] wan t to 
m ake other [s] uncom for table,? 
Edwards said . ?[But] som et im es you 
need to speak up  even  i f  i t  i s in  an  
uncom for table si tuat ion .?

O ther  reasons were requests by 
the per for m er s and other  m em ber s of  
the m usical . O ne exam ple would  be 
for  a cal l  for  m ore m usicians gett ing 
involved, as m oder n  p i ts on ly  
included 5 or  so m em ber s. Another  
exam ple would  be a desi re for  m ore 

dancing.

T h is change in  tone does not com e 
w i thout d i f f i cu l t ies. N ot on ly  for  
p resen t ing the m usical  to an  aud ience, 
but for  the actor s to get in  i t  as wel l .

Jun ior  An thony Bel t r am , who 
p layed H er r  Schul tz, com m en ted ?[M y 
Biggest Chal lenge was] t r y ing to get in to 
i t . I t  seem s okay, i t  was hard  for  m e to 
gr asp  m y at ten t ion , deal ing w i th  som e of  
the top ics at  hand.?

?T he hard  par t  for  m e was the 
dar ker  top ics in  th is. A lot  of  t im es, we as 
peop le wan t to suppress what happens. 
And br inging th is to l igh t  can  be sensi t ive 
to a lot  of  peop le. I  d idn?t wan t to do 
som eth ing that m ay hur t  other  peop le.? 
said  Sophom ore Jayda Reyes, who p layed 
one of  the Ki tkat  D ancer s L u lu .  

Regard less of  how the p lay was 
perceived, i t  d id  succeed in  leav ing an  
im por tan t quest ion  ?what happens to 
these char acter s??

?L ast Saturday, I  wen t to see the 
Cabaret p roduct ions w i th  m y f r iends. 
Going in , we were expect ing a 
l igh thear ted  stor y  w i th  p ret ty  l igh ts and 
red  spar k ly  d resses? but instead we lef t  the 
theater  th ink ing over  the even ts of  the 
show,? said  Sophom ore Br ianna Choy. 
?[A] par t  I  en joyed was the second t im e 
?W i l lkom m en? was per for m ed. I t  was 
alm ost l i ke p ropaganda tr y ing to w i l l  us 
in to bel iev ing the cabaret  and l i fe was 
per fect  but  i t  was in ter r up ted  by the 
d isappear ing orchestr a. T he end ing fel t  a 
bi t  sudden  and i t  was subt le.?

Tak i n g a Tr i p  to 
the Cabar et
By Jordan Delos Reyes

I t?s f inal ly  t im e for  the sen ior s to 
leave I ndependence H igh  School . Af ter  4 
year s of  coun t less tests, hom ewor k , and 
f ind ing our  way around the 10 3 acres of  the 
cam pus, the sen ior s are gr aduat ing on  the 
last  day of  M ay. T here have been  d i f feren t 
responses to how the sen ior s have been  
feel ing due to the upcom ing even t, f r om  
ner vousness to exci tem en t, i t  t r u ly  i s a big 
step  towards the f u ture of  the sen ior s. 

Sen ior  Andy Soukaseum  states h is 
cur ren t em ot ions towards the next coup le 
weeks lead ing up  to i t , ?I  am  exci ted  for  
gr aduat ion  but a l i t t le ner vous for  i t  
because of  the new responsibi l i t ies I  w i l l  be 
tak ing L O L .? 

T he sen ior s have thei r  f inals a week 
in  advance, giv ing them  a week of f  to 
possibly  spend stress f ree. T he day before 
gr aduat ion , the studen t gover n ing board  
has set up  a day at  the pool  for  the 
gr aduat ing class to relax and spend one last  
t im e together  before the school  year  ends. 

W i th  thei r  gowns ready, gr ades 
ear ned by hour s of  wor k , and a sense of  
accom pl ishm en t for  f inal ly  being able to 
gr aduate f rom  Independence H igh  School . 
I ndy I nsider  w ishes al l  gr aduates wel l , and 
we hope for  the best to our  newest alum n i . 

Gr aduat i on  
Season

By J .S Mok 
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I ndependence has 
hosted  i ts f i r st  ever  Calc 
Bee, a com pet i t ion  insp i red  
by the M IT  I n tegr at ion  
Bee. 32 par t i cipan ts f aced 
of f  to see who is the 
qu ickest at  solv ing calcu lus 
p roblem s.

T he creator  of  the 
Calc Bee, Sen ior  N icholas 
Bui  said  ?T he calcu lus bee 
is a school-w ide calcu lus 
tour nam en t incor por at ing 
studen ts f r om  AP Calcu lus 
AB and BC. I t?s designed to 

p repare studen ts for  the 
types of  in tegr at ion  and 
d i f feren t iat ion  quest ions 
that cou ld  be found on  the 
AP exam .?

T he for m att ing 
fol lows the M IT  I n tegr at ion  
Bee, the 32 par t i cipan ts 
f ace each  other  in  1-vs-1 
against  a p roblem , both  
peop le are given  the sam e 
problem  and whoever  
solves i t  the f astest  i s the 
w inner  and m oves up  the 
br acket.

W hen  asked why he 
created the Calc Bee, N ick 
responded ?M y m ot ivat ion  
for  the calc bee star ted  
dur ing quar an t ine. I  was 
watch ing the 20 0 6 M IT  
I n tegr at ion  Bee and was 
insp i red  to br ing i t  to IH S. 
Al though  I  was unable to 
br ing the bee to IH S dur ing 
m y jun ior  year , I  decided to 
do i t  th is year .?

T he w inner  was I an  
Ram in  and the r unner  up  
was Tony D ang.

Buzzi n g Ar oun d  The Num ber s
By Jordan Delos Reyes

Sadie H awkins is a wel l  celebr ated  
dance in  wh ich  the gi r ls ask the guys to the 
dance. I t  was insp i red  f rom  a com ic str ip  
m ade by Al  Capp, publ ished in  N ovem ber  
of  1937 but i t  wasn?t un t i l  1952 that Sad ie?s 
was celebr ated  by thousands of  peop le 
across the coun tr y. 

Ear l ier  th is m on th  on  M arch  3rd , 
20 23. IH S held  i ts ver y own  year ly  Sad ie?s 
dance. 

T h is year 's them e was O ld  
H ol lywood. I t  star ted  at  7pm  and ended at  
10 . Studen ts were al lowed to purchase 
snacks and bever ages as wel l  as take 
p ictures in  f r on t  of  the decor ated  
backdrop . A D J was h i red , who p layed 
ar t i sts l i ke Ice Sp ice, Just in  Bieber, N ick i  
M inaj and M ac D re. 

To ensure the safety  of  ever yone 
and be p recaut ious, no one was al lowed in  
w i thout a t i cket and thei r  studen t ID , 
photos were taken  before en ter ing the 
dance to keep  tr ack of  al l  who were there 
and bags were searched before walk ing in  
l ine to get approved to go in . T icket 
purchases were done w i th  the IH S cheer  
team  and the m oney r aised f rom  t ickets 
was put towards new cheer  un i for m s. 

T hough  ver y few peop le wen t to the 
dance, i t  was st i l l  ver y l i vely. M ost studen ts 
there m ade the m ost of  thei r  t im e by 
dancing, singing our  hear ts out the 
nostalgic songs, tak ing p ictures and hyp ing 
up  the crowd. W e hope to see you at  next 
year 's Sad ie?s dance!

Sad i e's Dan ce
By Rebecca Duran

Photo Credit: Alex Le

H ot p ink hues and beachy v ibes are 
the essence of  the upcom ing Bar bie 
m ovie: a eu logy to the Bar bie dol l  and her  
aesthet ic. M any are al ready p r aising the 
f i lm  as the m ovie of  the sum m er.

And then , of  cour se, there?s Ken .

T he open ing shot of  Ryan  Gosl ing 
as Ken  in  th is t r ai ler  i s t r u ly  har row ing. H is 
deep spr ay tan  and swept-back bleach  
blond hai r , along w i th  the pastel  str iped 
sh i r t  and over al l  satur ated  tone of  the 
m ovie, on ly  exacer bate the wr ink les on  h is 
f ace and d isp lay h is m any, m any year s of  
age. 

Ryan  Gosl ing is for ty - two year s old . 
H e looks m uch  older . N ext to M ar got 
Robbie, he looks l i ke he belongs in  a 
nur sing hom e. 

O n  the other  hand, there is the 
ar gum en t that  i t  i s Ryan Gosling. H e is a 
renowned actor , and h is per for m ance as 
Ken  in  the t r ai ler  i s phenom enal . Som e 
would  ar gue that Gosl ing is per fect  for  the 
role, and that no one else cou ld  p lay Ken .

T hat being said , Ken  is a dol l  of  no 
substance. H e is Bar bie?s boy f r iend, and 
that i s basical ly  al l  he is. Gosl ing?s on ly  job 
is to look p ret ty  and have no idea what i s 
going on . T h is job cou ld  be accom pl ished 
by an  actor  who does not look l i ke he 
cou ld  sh r ivel  up  and d ie at  any m om en t.

W h i le Gosl ing is not m y ideal  f i t  
for  the Bar bie m ovie, I  am  st i l l  exci ted  to 
watch  the f i lm  th is sum m er. M ar got 
Robbie looks p rom ising in  her  role of  
Bar bie and the m ovie?s gener al  
atm osphere seem s l i ke a lot  of  f un . 
Gosl ing?s per for m ance, wh i le physical ly  
d istur bing, w i l l  hopefu l ly  not have too 
m uch  of  an  over al l  im pact on  the m ovie.

Af ter  al l , she?s Bar bie. H e?s just  Ken .

I s Ryan  Gosl i n g 
Too Ol d  to Pl ay 
K en ?
By Tanya Desai

Ryan Gosling in his role as Ken

As the school  year  of  
20 23, com es to a close, we have 
d i f feren t oppor tun i t ies and 
paths we l i ke to ach ieve. T he 
sum m er  of  ?23, leaves room  for  
m any d i f ferences such  as 
rest ing, wor k ing, and m any 
m ore, but because of  th is we 
see that studen ts m ay wan t to 
consider  sum m er  classes, in  
order  to incor por ate them  in to 
thei r  sum m er  to get ahead and 
fur ther  thei r  l i f e and career  
goals, but  that  just  leaves us 
ask ing the quest ion , should  
you take sum m er  cour ses?

Fi r st  and forem ost, what 
are sum m er  classes and where 
are they of fered? Better  known  
as dual  en rol lm en t, studen ts 
have the oppor tun i ty  to take 
cour ses w i th in  a sum m er  ter m  
in  order  to gain  knowledge and 

get a jum pstar t  on  col lege 
cred i t . Usual ly, these classes are 
of fered  in  a w ide var iety, w i th  
classes such  as gener al  biology, 
and chem  10 1, and studen ts are 
able to m ake these col lege 
cred i ts w i th in  a 6-7 week 
per iod . T h is also helps studen ts 
who p lan  to take the path  of  
col lege, lessen  thei r  t im e 
w i th in  col lege. 

W i th  th is, there com es 
advan tages and d isadvan tages 
to tak ing dual  en rol lm en t over  
the sum m er. Som e of  the 
advan tages are that  you?d 
lessen  your  t im e in  col lege as 
wel l  as shaving of f  a class or  
two of f  your  col lege p lan . 
Another  advan tage is that  
because i t 's dual  en rol lm en t, 
you?d get the col lege cred i t  
r igh t  away r ather  than  wai t ing 

about a year  for  i t .

?I t?s a good way 
to get ahead?, (Sen ior , 
D ust in  Tr uong) says. 

W i th  these 
advan tages, we also 
have d isadvan tages. 
Som e advan tages are 
that  you?l l  never  be 
f u l ly  rested  in to the 
next school  year  or  
that  you?d be 
extrem ely busy 
because of  the h igh  
wor k load.

But because 
there are d i f feren t 
f actor s in  one?s l i fe, 
and as m uch  as I  adv ise you to 
take advan tage of  sum m er  
classes and cour ses, som e 
peop le m ay not have the t im e 

for  sum m er  cour ses, thus 
conclud ing that peop le should  
outweigh  the benef i ts as wel l  as 
the cost for  such  classes 

Shou l d  you  Tak e Sum m er  Cour ses? 
By J . Julian
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Is This W ho W e W ant to Be? 
I s Th i s W ho W e Ar e? 

Are we the school  where studen t per for m ances star t  w i th  
blatan t d isrespect to the assem bled studen ts and staf f  at  a r al ly? 
Are we the school  where studen t or gan izat ions begin  thei r  
p resen tat ions w i th  f igh t ing words? Are we the school  where we 
al low sexual  har assm en t to be broadcast to the studen ts and staf f  
who are requ i red  to at tend?

M aybe i t  i s, but  I  hope we can  be better .

At the W r ap  I t  Up  Ral ly, one of  the studen t clubs that 
per for m ed began  thei r  dance per for m ance w i th  a voice-over  
stat ing loud ly : ?I f  you don?t l i ke th is you can  suck m y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ?. 
T he four- let ter  word  that concludes th is ph r ase was om i t ted , 
however  I  bel ieve that ever yone who heard  i t  knew what the 
m issing word  was. To be clear , th is was not a passing ly r ic in  a 
song but spoken  statem en t that  p receded the beginn ing of  the 
dance and set the tone for  the rest  of  the per for m ance.

I  bel ieve th is was com pletely  inappropr iate and 
unacceptable. W h i le I  th ink that  the use of  the im p l ied  p rofan i ty  
was inappropr iate, that  i s not at  the hear t  of  m y com plain t .

T h is ph r ase is in  sever al  ways not O K for  m ost i f  not  al l  
p resen tat ions, and cer tain ly  not at  a H igh  School  Ral ly, especial ly  
one supposed ly  celebr at ing the ?Sixer  Values? of  Sp i r i ted , 
I nnovat ive, eX tr aord inar y, Engaged and Respectfu l .

W ords m atter . T h is ph r ase is an  extrem ely host i le and 
p rovocat ive statem en t in tended, in  alm ost any con text , to 
dem ean  and hum i l iate the recip ien t. Used in ter per sonal ly, i t  i s 
l i kely  to p recip i tate h igh ly  aggressive react ions. Som eone who 
says th is to another  per son  should  reasonably  expect at  best  a 
ver bal ly  of fensive, or  a physical ly  v iolen t react ion . T hese are 
f igh t ing words. I t  i s also sexual ly  exp l ici t  com m en t that  creates a 
host i le env i ronm en t. T h is i s one of  the textbook def in i t ions of  
sexual  har assm en t.

I f  we al low studen t groups to p resen t th is k ind  of  m essage 
at  a school  w ide even t, w i thout accoun tabi l i ty, we are adm i t t ing 
that th is type of  speech  and behavior  i s accep table on  our  
cam pus.

I s th is who we are? I s th is who we wan t to be?

Respectfu l ly,

Jordan  Stone

Independence H igh  School

By Jordan Stone, Social Studies teacher

As m any m ay see dur ing r al l ies, 
there are usual ly  per for m ances f rom  clubs 
such  as M abuhay, Korean  Club, Cloud 9 
and C.L .U.B. M any m ay be fam i l iar  w i th  
C.L .U.B.?s un ique open  sty le and thei r  
tendencies to push  boundar ies w i th  thei r  
m oves and even  thei r  m ixes.

 D ur ing the W r ap  I t  Up  r al ly, the 
C.L .U.B. set  began  w i th  a segm en t of  Card i  
B say ing, ?I  would  l i ke to tel l  the peop le 
out there, that  thank you for  suppor t ing 
m e and i f  you don?t suck m y _ _ _ ? w i th  the 
in tended word  cut of f  and rep laced w i th  
the beginn ing of  the song "Up? by Card i  B. 

 N ow as som e m ay have en joyed the 
con trover sial  in troduct ion  or  not even  
m ind i t , m any other s seem  to have been  
of fended and sur pr ised by the 
in troduct ion .

 Regard ing the decision  m ade, 
C.L .U.B. p residen t Kevin  L e says, ?H aving 
con tr ibuted  to the m ix, we needed a clever  
and eye-catch ing way to star t  our  
per for m ance. W e wen t back and for th  
un t i l  one of  m y cabinet m em ber s 
suggested that con trover sial  idea. I  loved i t  
and though t that  i t  was appropr iate 
enough  for  the r u les set  in  p lace.?

 Kevin  also suggests that  th is type of  
choreogr aphy is nor m al  for  C.L .U.B, 
?Absolu tely, the shock value def in i tely  the 

caugh t the eyes of  both  studen ts AN D  
som e facu l ty  m em ber s. I t?s com m on ly 
known  that club is con trover sial  in  our  
school .?

 C.L .U.B. does have a reputat ion  for  
being qu i te bold  in  thei r  dances and that 
reputat ion  is recogn ized by m any studen ts 
at  th is school , alm ost im m ediately  af ter  
seeing C.L .U.B. per for m  for  the f i r st  t im e. 
T he shock was m om en tar y for  m ost, who 
expect th is k ind  of  th ing f rom  C.L .U.B. To 
put i t  qu i te sim p ly, C.L .U.B. never  f ai ls to 
put on  a show and fel low studen ts app laud 
them  for  thei r  boldness in  thei r  dancing.

 As som e know, there is a rehear sal  
that  takes p lace the day before the r al ly  
where the act iv i t ies d i rector , M r. L ogan , i s 
supposed to rev iew per for m ances to 
ensure that ever y th ing r uns sm ooth ly  and 
appropr iately  dur ing the r al ly.

W e were able to have a 
conver sat ion  w i th  h im  our selves and when  
asked h is op in ion  on  the m atter  he had to 
say, ?I  don 't  th ink that  was the r igh t  set t ing 
for  i t . I  do th ink i t  was inappropr iate but 
un for tunately  I  actual ly  m issed i t  dur ing 
the rehear sal , so I  feel  a bi t  to blam e for  i t . 
W e had som e th ings happen  w i th  ASB and 
ended up  k ind  of  scr am bl ing dur ing the 
rehear sal . So, wh i le I  th ink i t 's 
inappropr iate and un for tunate, I  just  w ish  
I  would?ve caugh t i t  because there's a lot  of  

th ings that do get caugh t dur ing the 
rehear sals.?

Q ui te honest ly, in  the age that we 
are in , i t  can  be quest ioned what i s 
appropr iate for  us and what i s not. I t  
would  on ly  m ake sense to push  the 
boundar ies of  what i s supposed ly  
?appropr iate and accep table? i f  th is age in  
i tsel f  i s con fusing and fu l l  of  developm en t.

T hough  adul ts, m ore speci f i cal ly  
staf f , m ay d isagree w i th  th is statem en t, i t  
shou ld  be considered that both  groups of  
peop le, being studen ts and staf f , com e 
f rom  d i f feren t gener at ions m ean ing that 
the standards m ay be d i f feren t whether  we 
l i ke i t  or  not .

O ver al l , Kev in  has gone on  the 
record  to tel l  us that  they stand by the 
decision  as a creat ive choice. ?Af ter  our  
per for m ance we gar nered m assive suppor t  
but  also som e opposing v iews. I  f u l ly  
respect and see val id i ty  in  the op in ions of  
those who found our  per for m ance 
uncom for table. H owever, ar t  i s m ean t to 
push  the status quo. I t?s supposed to shock 
and that?s what I  th ink th is in tro was. I  
m ean  i t?s no secret  that  the studen t body 
uses?  no no words, but i t  was the audaci ty  
to have i t  loud blasted  dur ing a r al ly  that  
pushes buttons. Al though  noth ing was 
exp l ici t ly  said , upon  ref lect ion  I  stand w i th  
our  ar t i st i c choices.?

C.L.U.B. W r ap i t  Up Ral l y  In ci den t
Students and Staff Express Their  Opin ions
By Lyric Sauao and Keyra Aguilera

T he Glor y is a N etf l i x ser ies that  
tel ls the stor y  of  a per son  who exper ienced 
school  bu l ly ing as a ch i ld  and dev ises and 
car r ies out an  elabor ate revenge p lot  
against  the per petr ator s. Som e elem en ts 
of  the ser ies are based on  real- l i fe even ts 
that  took p lace in  South  Korea. T he Glor y 
has had a global  im pact, r each ing the top  
of  N etf l i x 's v iew ing r ank ing for  
non -Engl ish  T V shows. I t  has also spar ked 
publ ic conver sat ions and apologies f rom  
publ ic f igures for  past bu l ly ing behavior s, 
such  as Pawat Ch i t tsawangdee, a T hai  
actor .

Sen ior  Br yanna Cabana who 
watched the ser ies said : ? I  l i ked  watch ing ? 
T he Glor y? i t  was in terest ing and I  fel t  a 
connect ion  w i th  the show?

T he Glor y has real  l i f e f acts and 
even ts that  happen  l i ke how the ser ies 

does not let  the v iewer s for get about the 
hor r i f i c physical  bu l ly ing that the 
p rotagon ist  endured as a ch i ld ; the bod i ly  
scar s are repeated ly  shown  on  screen . But 
for  the p rotagon ist , just  as pain fu l  are the 
long- last ing em ot ional  scar s. Stud ies have 
shown  that bu l l ied  ch i ld ren  exper ience 
em ot ional  d istress that can  car r y  on  in to 
adu l thood.

Sen ior  D er r ick D om ingo gives h is 
though ts about T he Glor y say ing: ? I  l i ke 
how the show relates to real  l i f e even ts l i ke 
bu l ly ing and how other  peop le deal  w i th  i t  
grow ing up?

T he ser ies ends w i th  D ong-eun  and 
Joo Yeo-  jeong walk ing in to p r ison  for  a 
day of  wor k and the star t  of  thei r  im p l ied  
revenge p lot . I t  i s a k ind  of  happy end ing 
for  D ong-eun , who st i l l  gets to do what she 
has spen t her  l i fe t r ain ing her sel f  to do -  

take revenge -  but  
also has som eone 
by her  side. T he 
show never  
p rom ised 
real ism , but 
r ather  p rom ised 
cathar sis for  the 
pain  D ong-eun  
endured as a 
ch i ld  and for  the 
anger  that  cam e 
when  no one held  
her  abuser s accoun table for  i t . I t  never  
p rom ised l i fe for  D ong-eun  af ter  revenge, 
but we got that  too -  as a bonus. D ong-eun  
wr i tes to the land lord  she once saved as a 
teenager, say ing she d idn 't  grow up  to be a 
good per son , but one spr ing, she w i l l  f u l ly  
bloom . I t  i s the p rom ise of  heal ing, in  the 
m idst  of  m ore revenge.

The Gl or y Rev i ew
By Darian Domingo
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 AP Classes are Advanced Placem en t classes, wh ich  are 
col lege- level  cour ses created by the Col lege Board  and 
I ndependence H igh  School  of fer s 21 AP Cour ses that are f r ee to 
take by studen ts. 

Freshm ans are on ly  able to take AP H um an  Geogr aphy, a 
class aim ed to under stand how hum ans have used and changed 
the sur face of  Ear th  and exam ine patter ns of  hum an  populat ion , 
m igr at ion , and land use.

T here has been  a lar ge debate on  wh ich  AP Class is best to 
take or  m ost benef icial  for  h ighschool  studen ts. 

Sen ior  Joseph  Cheung said , ?T he best AP class I  took was 
AP Bio. I  loved th is class because we got to do so m any fun  labs 
and p rojects, and I  lear ned a lot  about how th ings wor ked around 
us, includ ing connect ions that I  never  though t about. I  also 
en joyed lear n ing about how to exper im en t and read data, wh ich  I  
cou ld  never  do in  the past.?

?H owever, th is class was a lot  of  wor k and i f  I  took i t  th is 
year  I  would  have evapor ated . You should  take i t , but  you know 
you need to take a whole lot  of  notes and m em or ize th ings, not 
just  concepts but just  th ings (for m ulas, chem icals, r eact ions, 
nam es, f acts)?, Joseph  added. 

AP Biology is a popular  class am ong studen ts who are 
in terested  in  the m ed ical / nur sing f ield . T he class of fer s sk i l ls and 
in for m at ion  that are used in  m ed ical  set t ings. I t?s a great class to 
take i f  you wan t to wor k in  that  f ield .

Add i t ional ly, Sen ior  D ar rel l  Sal inas and m em ber  of  Solar  
Su i tcase recom m ends that studen ts, ?Take AP Calcu lus and AP 
L ang, because you would  app ly  m ost of  the sk i l ls lear ned in  these 
classes to the real  wor ld .?

AP Calcu lus and AP L ang are am ong the m ost popular  
choices of  AP classes taken  here at  I ndependence. M ost jun ior s 
take AP L ang due to i ts teach ings wh ich  im proves a studen t?s 

abi l i ty  to read, analyze, and wr i te.

?I  suggest peop le take AP Calcu lus or  AP Stat ist i cs because 
i t  teaches you a lot  of  usefu l  sk i l ls in  m ath  wh ich  you do not lear n  
in  regu lar  m ath  classes.? States H ans Paquette. 

AP L ang, Stat ist i cs, and Calcu lus seem  to be the m ost 
popular  choices of  AP classes here at  I ndependence. M ost peop le 
that  take AP Stat ist i cs just  wan t an  easier  route than  tak ing AP 
Calcu lus, wh ich  is a d i f f i cu l t  class. I f  studen ts are look ing for  a 
chal lenge. I t  i s r ecom m ended that they take AP Calcu lus.

Gi lber t  Kwa descr ibes AP Calcu lus as a, ?...class for  those 
who wan t to up  thei r  m ath  gam e and becom e extrem ely 
knowledgeable in  the subject .?

L ast ly, Kar  M un  Ch in  says, ?AP Ch inese is the easiest  class 
for  m e sim p ly  because I  al r eady knew Ch inese.?

?T he class was a good way to rem em ber  a lot  of  the 
language that I  for got af ter  m oving to Am er ica. T he speak ing 
por t ion  of  the AP test  m igh t be a pain  though .?, she adds.  

W i th  the school  year  com ing to an  end, sen ior s p repare 
them selves for  what?s to com e next. Af ter  h igh  school , there are m any 
paths to take and som e sen ior s have begun  to p lan  where they wan t to 
go. T hough  som e studen ts p lan  f ar  ahead for  thei r  f u ture af ter  sen ior  
year  other s would  r ather  th ink about thei r  f un  p lans for  sum m er  
vacat ion  l i ke t r avel ing. 

Sen ior  Joseph  Cheung said , ?T h is sum m er  I ?m  going to go back to 
Asia to m eet m y cousins, aun t, and uncle and when  I  com e back I  p lan  
on  house-si t t ing to m ake m oney.? 

As m en t ioned before, som e studen ts have star ted  to p lan  f ur ther  
in to thei r  f u ture w i th  such  th ings as star t ing to p lan  to go to col lege and 
gett ing jobs. 

N and ine Vasudeva, a sen ior  said , ?Af ter  gr aduat ion , I  p lan  to wor k 
and m ake m oney that I  can  save and star t  doing sum m er  col lege 
p rogr am s to p repare m ysel f  for  col lege.?

T here?s a lot  that  can  com e af ter  h igh  school  and there are m any 
p lans to be m ade, per sonal ly  I  w i l l  be p repar ing for  col lege and tr avel ing 
l i ke Joseph  and N and ine. I  th ink m ak ing p lans for  af ter  h igh  school  i s a 
bi t  stressfu l  as you have to star t  th ink ing about your  f u ture and 
becom ing a young adul t , so I  decided I  wan t to t r y  and take th ings slow. I  
p lan  on  hav ing f un  th is sum m er  by t r avel ing and being w i th  f r iends yet I  
st i l l  wan t to p repare for  col lege, wh ich  is on ly  a few m on ths away. And so 
to help  p repare I  p lan  on  wor k ing to m ake m oney. 

O ver al l  p lann ing af ter  h igh  school  can  be scar y and stressfu l  as 
there is a lot  to th ink about but I  th ink m ost sen ior s includ ing m ysel f  are 
tak ing i t  slow and tr y ing not to stress so m uch  about i t , wh ich  in  m y 
op in ion , I  th ink we al l  shou ld  be doing. 

Pl an s Af ter  H i gh  School
By Neveah Garcia

W ith  the r i se of  studen ts or  teenager s at  
I ndependence f inal ly  gett ing thei r  l i cense. I t  would  
m ean  that m ore studen ts are dr iv ing to school  on  thei r  
own  r ather  than  rely ing on  thei r  paren ts or  using the 
bus. T here has always been  an  und iscussed top ic 
though , and that being whether  studen ts p refer  
d r iv ing m anual  or  autom at ic. 

Ben jam in  M ai , Sen ior  here at  I ndependence 
states, ?I  p refer  d r iv ing autom at ic because i t  i s a lot  
easier  than  dr iv ing a m anual . I t  i s m uch  m ore 
conven ien t and I  don?t have to wor r y  about changing 
gear s as I  d r ive.? 

T he com for t , sim p l ici ty, and cutt ing edge 
technology of  autom at ic veh icles are responsible for  
thei r  increase in  popular i ty. Par t i cu lar ly  in  congested 
areas, autom at ic veh icles of fer  a sm oother  d r iv ing 
exper ience and dem and less dr iver  input. T hey also 
have cutt ing edge safety  system s that m ake dr iv ing 
safer , such  as col l i sion  war n ing and lane depar ture 
alar m s. O n  the other  hand, m anual  car s p rov ide you 
m ore con trol  over  the car  and a m ore en joyable 
dr iv ing exper ience. D r iv ing en thusiasts who l i ke the 
chal lenge of  sh i f t ing gear s and rev-m atch ing 
appreciate them .

 ?D r iv ing a m anual  car  always gives m e a th r i l l . I  
always have fun  when  dr iv ing and i t  m akes m e feel  so 
engaged w i th  the car . T h is i s why I  p refer  i t  over  an  
autom at ic. Autom at ics are sim p ly  just  not  as f un? says 
Fr ancis Valdez.  

D esp i te the popular i ty  of  autom at ic veh icles 
grow ing, cer tain  dem ogr aph ics st i l l  f avor  m anual  
veh icles. Because m anual  t r ansm issions encour age 
greater  d r iver  involvem en t and give the dr iver  m ore 
con trol  over  the veh icle's per for m ance, they are 
p refer red  by auto en thusiasts and spor ts car  d r iver s. I t  
i s obv ious that the m anual  ver sus autom at ic ar gum en t 
w i l l  con t inue to be a m atter  of  con ten t ion  as the car  
industr y  develops. H owever, i t  appear s that  the t rend 
toward  autom at ic car s w i l l  con t inue given  the r i sing 
dem and for  cut t ing edge safety  features and the 
conven ience of  autom at ic veh icles. I ndependence 
H igh  School  i s a vast  school  w i th  a studen t coun t of  
about 30 0 0 . I t  shou ld  be no sur p r ise that  op in ions w i l l  
be sp l i t  about whether  or  not studen ts p refer  m anual  
or  autom at ic car s. 

M an ual  or  
Au tom at i c Car ?
By Jaden Dang

W hat  Is The Best  AP Cl ass 
To Tak e?
By Puneet Kaur Johal and Jaden D. Dang

 From  the beginn ing to the end of  the school  year , when  you sign  up  and take AP classes, you w i l l  con t inue to lear n  con ten t 
catered to the idea of  the one-day AP test , or  m ore i f  you are tak ing m ul t ip le AP classes. T hese classes are tai lored  to col lege-bored 
con ten t w i th  classes r anging f rom  AP W or ld  H istor y  to AP Physics. But because there cou ld  be a m ul t i tude of  con ten t w i th in  the AP 
exam , as wel l  as d i f feren t top ics focused on  and such , i t  leads to the quest ion , Are AP exam s wor th  i t?

 Real ist i cal ly, AP exam s do not deter m ine who you are as a per son , but i t  deter m ines the am oun t of  col lege cred i t  you qual i f y  
for  in  a col lege stance. W hen  tak ing an  AP test , you pay about 80 -90  dol lar s (w i thout the lunch  reduct ions), in  order  to take a test  that  
m ay deter m ine i f  you gain  the col lege cred i t  or  not. Al l  studen ts who sign  up  for  AP classes are autom at ical ly  registered, and i f  
choosing not to take the exam , they are able to op t out of  the test , pay ing about 40 -50  dol lar s. 

 W i th  that  in for m at ion , I  bel ieve that you should  take the exam s, i f  you are capable and bel ieve that you are p repared to. AP 
exam s are stressfu l  in  gener al , but  i f  you feel  con f iden t enough  that you?ve lear ned and m astered the top ics at  hand, then  you should  
con t inue to take the AP exam , as i t  would  be wor thwh i le for  you as a studen t. 

 But som et im es, l i fe gets in  the way, m ak ing i t  harder  to study for  AP exam s, as wel l  as to study for  the class i tsel f , wh ich  in  the 
end is okay. 

 I  bel ieve that tak ing the exam  is wor th  i t  as you m ay not know your  score un t i l  Ju ly  and just  because you m ay l i ke the th r i l l  of  
not  know ing i f  you passed or  not but som e m ay bel ieve that pay ing 90  dol lar s for  an  exam  is cr azy. 

Ar e AP Exam s W or th  I t?
By J . Julian
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W ith  sen ior s hav ing taken  Sex Ed 
on  Apr i l  19-21, repor ter s got cur ious about 
how som e studen ts fel t  af ter  tak ing i t  and 
i f  they though t i t  was real ly  necessar y or  
not.  Fi r st  of  al l , what i s Sex Ed?  Sex Ed is 
an  on l ine cour se that consists of  i ssues 
relat ing to hum an  sexual i ty , includ ing 
hum an  sexual  anatom y , sexual  act iv i ty , 
sexual  reproduct ion , safe sex and bi r th  
con trol , sexual  heal th , r eproduct ive heal th , 
em ot ional  r elat ions and responsibi l i t ies, 
age of  consen t, and reproduct ive r igh ts.  
Schools of fer  th is qu ick but in for m at ive 
on l ine cour se to studen ts in  ei ther  thei r  
Sen ior  or  Jun ior  year  but m any studen ts 
feel  that  the cour se is not of  im por tance so 
they 'd  r ather  ?op t-out? and get thei r  few 
extr a hour s of  sleep  in  than  lear n  about 
som eth ing they bel ieve they know enough  
about.  W i th  that  being said , we'l l  get  in to 
som e of  the quest ions we got to ask 
sen ior s, Ivan  Esquievel  and Ar nold  
M endoza about thei r  op in ions on  Sex Ed.

Fi r st  of  al l , we asked Ivan  Esquivel  
who he th inks should  take Sex Ed.  Ivan  
responded w i th , ?I  don?t th ink SexEd is 
necessar y for  ever ybody as ever yone grew 
up  d i f feren t ly  but I  would  def in i tely  
recom m end ever yone to take i t  as the 
th ings we see on l ine and in  the m ed ia 
aren 't  always so related  to ?the real  wor ld?.  
I  th ink that  al though  you m ay know the 
basics of  d i f feren t sexual  stud ies, i t  i s 
im por tan t to always tr y  and better  your  
knowledge sooner  than  later  as there m ay 
be som e th ings that you are not too sure of  

or  you don 't  m ind lear n ing m ore about.  
SexEd real ly  opened m y eyes to not on ly  
the im por tance of  sex i tsel f  but  iden t i ty, 
what I  m ean  by th is i s that  SexEd taugh t 
m e of  d i f feren t p references peop le m ay 
have or  even  th ings you m ay deem  to be 
okay but your  par tner  m ay not feel  so 
com for table w i th .  I  en joyed tak ing SexEd 
and I  w i l l  con t inue to lear n  m ore as t im e 
p rogresses but I  am  sat isf ied  w i th  what I  
have lear ned in  the cour se and would  
recom m end anyone who has the abi l i ty  to 
take i t , to take i t .?  As Ivan  stated , ?ever yone 
grew up  d i f feren t ly?, th is i s m ore than  tr ue.  
T he way we grow up  p lays a huge role in  
how m uch  we know about sexual  stud ies as 
wel l  as how we m ay respond to cer tain  
top ics being brough t up .  Ivan  also stated  
that he lear ned about d i f feren t top ics 
wh ich  he d idn 't  know the m ost about 
wh ich  just  goes to show that Sex Ed cou ld  
be usefu l  even  i f  you have the basics down .

N ext up , we asked Ar nold  M endoza 
why he th inks that m any studen ts don 't  
feel  the need to take the Sex Ed cour se.  ?I  
th ink that  m any studen ts con fuse ?real  
wor ld? sex and relat ionsh ips w i th  what we 
see on l ine and what the m ed ia puts out.  I  
feel  that  since m any studen ts have bu i l t  
thei r  own  ideas for  what relat ionsh ips and 
sex should  look l i ke, they th ink i t  i sn 't  
im por tan t to f ur ther  thei r  under stand ing 
or  knowledge on  the top ics taugh t in  
SexEd.  I  bel ieve that feel ing as though  you 
know ever y th ing is not on ly  detr im en tal  to 
you but can  push  other  peop le away f rom  

you as peop le w i l l  just  see you as a 
?know- i t -al l?.?, i s what Ar nold  told  us.  W i th  
th is in  m ind, I  wan t you to th ink about 
how m uch  you real ly  know about not just  
sex and Sex Ed but relat ionsh ips, do you 
know and under stand that there w i l l  be 
ar gum en ts, per iods where you don 't  talk , 
m om en ts where you quest ion  whether  or  
not the per son  st i l l  l i kes you the way they 
once d id .  T h ink but don 't  over th ink , don 't  
com pl icate th ings, let  l i f e p lay out and 
don 't  for ce relat ionsh ips is m y adv ice.

Final ly, we asked Ivan  once again , 
when  he bel ieves Sex Ed should  be taugh t.  
H e again  gave us an  excel len t  response, ?I  
th ink that  since ever ybody develops 
d i f feren t ly, SexEd would  be best 
in troduced as f reshm en  and tested  on  
ever y fol low ing school  year  to not on ly  
teach  studen ts m ore but to keep  studen ts 
updated and in  l ine w i th  what Sex Ed is al l  
about.?  Ivan  poin ted  out that  test ing 
studen ts ever y fol low ing school  year  would  
be a good idea, som eth ing I  cou ldn 't  agree 
m ore w i th .  By no m eans am  I  say ing that 
the week- long cour se isn 't  enough , I  just  
th ink i t  would  be m ore benef icial  to test  
studen ts ever y year  and focus next year 's 
cour se on  what that  studen t f ai led  
speci f i cal ly  as opposed to giv ing ever yone 
a gener al  knowledge cour se and qu iz.

N ever theless, ever yone is going to 
have thei r  own  op in ion  on  Sex Ed and i ts 
im por tance wh ich  is com pletely  f ine but 
as peer s and I  have said , ? i f  you have the 
oppor tun i ty  to take i t , then  take i t .?

I s Sex Ed  Real l y  Necessar y For  Sen i or s?
By Abraham Topete Perez

Per  t r ad i t ion , the Class of  20 23 Sen ior s had thei r  
p rom  on  Apr i l  18th  in  San ta Cr uz at  the Cocoanut Grove. 

T h is beaut i f u l  venue laid  r igh t  on  the San ta Cr uz 
Beach  Boardwalk and two stor ies of  the bu i ld ing were 
open  for  the sen ior s to en joy thei r  n igh t . 

O ne stor y was the venue i tsel f  featur ing a dance 
f loor  and two bal l r oom s w i th  seats and tables 
accom pan ied by a v iew of  the beach . T he second stor y 
was an  en t i r e arcade ren ted out for  the sen ior s, includ ing 
ever yone?s favor i te: laser  tag.

Som e say that p rom  is just  an  excuse to d ress up  
and si t  p ret ty, but  of  cour se, even  those m om en ts need to 
be cap tured as wel l . I n  the bal l r oom  i tsel f  were two photo 
booths: regu lar  col lage p ictures and a photo f l ip  book. 
Add i t ional ly, there were backdrops around the room  and 
photogr apher s roam ing about w i th  cam er as and 
polaroids.

M ost im por tan t ly, what?s a dance w i thout food? 

Before dancing the n igh t away, the sen ior s were 
catered w i th  a bu i ld -your-own  taco bar  and 
bu i ld -your-own  m ac and cheese bar , ser ved w i th  d r inks.

Sen ior  Em i ly  N guyen  says, ?Prom  was okay. I  l i ke 
seeing peop le get al l  d ressed up ,  i t 's new. But that  was al l  
I  wen t for , just  for  the p ictures and I  though t the food 
cou ld 've been  better . I n  add i t ion , there weren 't  enough  
chai r s or  tables, however  the arcade was fun . Tak ing 
p ictures on  the beach  and in  the venue was n ice though .?

Another  sen ior , M ar iel le Penor ingan  says, ?I t  was 
in terest ing seeing unexpected coup les. T he D J and m usic 
however, were not consisten t. T he m usic wasn 't  towards 
our  dem ogr aph ic but I  heard  we m ade a p lay l i st  as a class 
wh ich  wasn 't  p layed.?

Ever l ast i n g Bal l
By N. Tran

I s Pr om  ?W or th  the H ype??
As an  underclassm en , you 

al l  hear  buzz about p rom , i f  not  
f r om  the sen ior s then  f rom  books 
and m ovies. 

Ever yone has thei r  own  set 
standard  about thei r  p rom  n igh t, 
ei ther  real ly  h igh  expectat ions or  
real ly  low expectat ions.

Per sonal ly, I ?ve always im agined 
what my prom  would  be l i ke, ever  
since I  was a f r eshm an . I  had 
upperclassm en  f r iends and cousins 
that  al l  gave m e con tr ad ict ing 
op in ions on  what i t  was l i ke.

Som e say, ?i t  was a n igh t to 
rem em ber.? wh i le other s say, 
?prom  is just  to si t  there and look 
p ret ty?. N ever theless, m ysel f  along 
w i th  alm ost ever yone in  m y sen ior  
class wen t to our  p rom  on  Apr i l  
18th  in  San ta Cr uz at  the Cocoanut 
Grove, and I  th ink i t?s safe to say 
that we al l  though t the sam e th ing: 
we set our  expectat ions too h igh .

From  what I ?ve heard , the 
biggest con  was the m usic. Us 
sen ior s together  created a p rom  
p lay l i st  to be p layed, and when  I  
asked around, I  was told  the p lay l i st  
wasn?t put to use, wh ich  was 
d isappoin t ing.

But w i thout a doubt, the 
p ros def in i tely  outweigh  the cons, 
especial ly  w i th  the venue that we 
were at .

Sen ior  M ar v in  M ecano says, 
?Prom  was sur real  w i th  the venue 
and the atm osphere, al though  not 
over  the top . I  def in i tely  en joyed 
m y t im e at  p rom  though .?

O ur  p rom  t ickets d idn?t just  
p rom ise us a bal l r oom  w i th  food 
and photos, but also an  arcade, 
wh ich  I  know was also a h igh l igh t  
for  our  sen ior s as wel l .

Sen ior  D ust in  Tr uong says, 
?I t  was fun  hav ing access to the 
arcade, and the venue was ver y 
n ice. I t  was also n ice to d ress up .?

Even  though  i t  wasn?t an  
exper ience that m ost of  us though t 
i t  would  be, i t?s st i l l  a 
once- in -a- l i fet im e oppor tun i ty  
gett ing to go to p rom , especial ly  
keep ing in  m ind that som e sen ior s 
f r om  prev ious year s weren?t even  
able to get a p rom  due to the global  
pandem ic.

?Prom  was honest ly  such  an  
exper ience. I t  fel t  so bi t ter sweet 
dancing w i th  m y f r iends along w i th  

al l  the 
sen ior s as 
th is was one 
of  the last  
t im es we 
would  al l  be 
together .? 
says Sen ior  
Cheyanna 
Caguiat .

By N. Tran
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M BC: Ph i l i pp i n e Cu l tu r e Ni gh t
By Lyric Sauao

W ith  m any clubs on  th is cam pus, com es a lot  of  talen t  as 
wel l . O ne of  these clubs would  be I ndependence?s ver y own  
M abuhay Bayan ihan  Club, or  better  known  as M BC, and they are 
host ing thei r  annual  Ph i l ipp ine Cul ture N igh t also known  as PCN .

 ?PCN  also known  as Ph i l ipp ine Cul ture N igh t i s an  annual  
even t hosted  by m any Fi l ip ino clubs across coun t less col leges and 
h ighschools that  aim  to showcase the 
Ph i l ipp ine cu l ture th rough  a var iety  of  
per for m ances. M abuhay Bayan ihan  Club 
is one of  those h ighschool  clubs that hosts 
PCN .? M abuhay Co-Presiden t M ia Ram os 
says in troducing the even t.

 ?L ast year , we decided to host PCN  
once again  since 20 18. Ever  since, we 
decided to keep  th is t r ad i t ion  going 
th rough  passion , hardwor k and ded icat ion  
to showcasing our  Fi l ip ino cu l ture to our  
peer s, f r iends, and fam i ly.? Ram os 
con t inues to exp lain .

At r al l ies such  as W elcom e Back 
and H om ecom ing we get to see M abuhay?s 
open  sty le per for m ances and thei r  m ore 
tr ad i t ional  dances dur ing r al l ies l i ke 
M ul t i cu l tur al , and i t  i s al l  used for  PCN  as 
wel l .

 ?From  the ver y beginn ing of  the 
year, each  any ever y one of  our  
per for m ances are for  PCN . Even  as f ar  
back as Freshm an  or ien tat ion , i t?s al l  in  
p repar at ion  for  PCN . As our  per for m ance 
gets closer , our  cabinet star ts to or gan ize 
m ore of  the beh ind- the-scenes stu f f  to get 
ready for  any th ing.? Secretar y L heanna 

M an ingd ing expresses.

M an ingd ing con t inues to com m en t?H owever, I  per sonal ly  
th ink the execut ion  of  PCN  l ies on  the m em ber s, because how 
cou ld  we have a show w i th  no one per for m ing i t? I  t r u ly  thank the 
m em ber s for  ded icat ing thei r  t im e th roughout the year  and 
help ing us m ake th is show possible for  th is year  and the year s to 

com e?

 ?In  our  PCN , we incor por ate a var iety  
of  d i f feren t Ph i l ipp ine folk dances r anging 
f rom  d iver se h istor ies and regions along 
w i th  open -sty le choreogr aph ies, l i ve m usic 
&  singing, and any groups or  solos that  
wan t to per for m ? Ram os adds.

Add ing on to the f act  that  the 
per for m ances that they put on  dur ing 
school  hour s are put in to PCN , the over al l  
p rocess of  m ak ing th is show is long in  
i tsel f . 

 ?W e begin  p repar at ions towards PCN  
star t ing the beginn ing of  the year, where 
we decide how the year  schedule is going 
to rough ly  look based around r al ly  
schedules and what p ieces we wan t to do 
and what t im e i t  would  be for  us to best 
teach  them ? Ram os clar i f ies.

 M abuhay Bayan ihan  Club?s PCN  is a 
wor k in  p rogress and a long one at  that . 
T hese ind iv iduals wor k long and hard  to 
put on  th is show ever y year  to con t inue the 
tr ad i t ion  of  m any other  clubs just  l i ke 
them  to spread thei r  cu l ture.

D esp i te the cancel lat ion  of  C.L .U.B 
Showcase, the dance com m un i ty  has 
crossed boundar ies th roughout the year  to 
not just  showcase talen t but thei r  passion  
to create f r eely. To wr ap  up  another  year , 
the Co-Presiden ts of  C.L .U.B have 
expressed what they wan t ind iv iduals to 
know about the com m un i ty. I n  add i t ion  to 
thei r  f inal  words before they pass thei r  
posi t ions to the next pai r  of  Presiden ts. 

As said  by the Co-Presiden t of  
C.L .U.B, Sen ior  M ia Ram os, ?C.L .U.B is 
welcom e to anyone and ever yone and you 
don 't  need to wor r y  about not dancing, 
because the poin t  i s we give you that 

exper ience, but i t  i s up  to peop le to com e 
w i th  an  open  m ind.?

For  her  f inal  words, M ia rem ar ked, 
?C.L .U.B is m ore than  just  a club, but as 
cheesy as i t  sounds, legi t  the bonds we 
m ake are ones that stay,,, you won?t regret  
per for m ing even  just  once w i th  us. Biggest 
th ing: com e w i th  an  open  m ind.? 

To add on , Co-Presiden t of  C.L .U.B, 
Kevin  L e vocal ized, ?O ne th ing I  th ink is 
the biggest m isconcept ion  of  C.L .U.B is 
that  we are in t im idat ing and unwelcom ing. 
T hat i s sim p ly  not the case, but I  
under stand the fear  of  put t ing your sel f  out  

there. Just  be assured that we have created 
in  C.L .U.B, a com m un i ty  com m i t ted  to 
shar ing our  passion  for  dance and by no 
m eans ever  w ish  to m ake other s in  our  
com m un i ty  feel  unwelcom e.?

As thei r  par t ing words, they shared, 
?I  have been  in  C.L .U.B for  al l  of  m y 
h ighschool  career . I t  has caused m e the 
m ost am oun t of  stress and anxiety, but  at  
the sam e t im e prov ided m e the escape 
f rom  r igorous academ ia. I  th ink D ebby 
Ryan  worded i t  the best when  she said , ?I  
sat  down  w i th  the p residen t of  the D isney 
Channel  and I  said  I  wanna m ake h istor y  
and that?s what th is i s.??

Advi ce f r om  C.L.U.B?s Co-Pr esi den ts 
By Alleah Borromeo 

As of  Apr i l  19th  the f inal  ep isode of  
T he M andalor ian  Season  3 ai red . T he last  
few ep isodes of  the season  were 
jam -packed w i th  act ion  and even  som e 
tr agedy. Read at  your  own  r isk because th is 
ar t i cle w i l l  not  be spoi ler  f r ee! I n  the last  
few ep isodes, we saw Bo Katan  Kr yze 
gather ing al l  M andalor ians and gett ing 
ready to take thei r  hom e p lanet back af ter  
year s of  h id ing. Bo Katan?s clan  and the 
M andalor ian  t r ibe cam e together  desp i te 
thei r  d i f ferences, so they cou ld  be whole 
again  and l ive where they were m ean t to 
l i ve. O f  cour se, there were con f l i cts 
between  them , the M andalor ian  t r ibe and 
Bo Katan?s clan  had d i f feren t ideas of  what 
walk ing the way of  the M andalore m ean t. 
Even  so, they overcam e these d i f ferences 
and wen t on  thei r  way to take back 
M andalore, th is jour ney was not easy and 
cam e w i th  m any d i f f i cu l t ies. 

T he stakes are ver y h igh  now, 
com pared to the p rev ious seasons th is one 
had m e on  the edge of  m y seat a lot  m ore. 
I ?m  ver y exci ted  to see what?l l  happen  next 
season  w i th  the M andalor ians and thei r  
r etur n  to M andalore, I ?m  also hop ing that 
the em pi re gets destroyed or  som eth ing. I  
asked M r. Chan  what he th inks cou ld 've 
been  done better  and th is i s what he said , 
?I  was hop ing to see Grogu m ore in  touch  

w i th  h is Force abi l i t ies or  at  least  
to show of f  m ore of  h is t r ain ing 
w i th  L uke. T h is season  k ind  of  fel t  
r epet i t i ve in  por tr ay ing Grogu as 
help less.? O ne th ing I  th ink cou ld  
have been  done better  i s not 
k i l l i ng of f  the char acter  w i th  the 
m ost char acter  developm en t (in  
m y op in ion). Speak ing of  
char acter  developm en t, I  once 
again  asked M r. Chan  h is though ts 
on  who had the m ost char acter  
developm en t th is season  and th is 
was h is response, ?I  don 't  know i f  
he had the m ost char acter  
developm en t th is season , but Paz 
Viszla's char acter  was def in i tely  
beginn ing to grow m ore 
in tr igu ing un t i l  he was 
un for tunately  (and wastefu l ly ) 
k i l led  of f . I  would  have en joyed 
seeing Paz and h is son  together  in  
w i tnessing the retak ing of  
M andalore.? I  ver y m uch  agree 
w i th  what he said , Paz and h is son  
would?ve had som e great t im es 
together  on  M andalore but 
un for tunately, we w i l l  never  see 
that. W hat are your  though ts on  
the m atter ? D id  you en joy Season  
3?

By Cristina Guizar

The M an dal or i an  Season  3- 
Pt .2
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Si xer 's Ear th  Day Even t
By Alleah Borromeo &  Lani Chau

The Sixer ?s Ear th  D ay was hosted by 
on  cam pus clubs and or gan izat ions such  as 
Key Club, ARK, UN ICEF, Studen t 
Gover n ing Board , Recycl ing Club, M ur al  
Club, Greenhouse Club, and 
Beaut i f i cat ion  on  Saturday, Apr i l  22nd. 
Par t i cipan ts were able to take par t  in  
com m un i ty  ser v ice even ts l i ke beaut i f y ing 
the cam pus, th rough  ar t , or  p ick ing up  
l i t ter  to better  the cam pus env i ronm en t. 

As descr ibed by the Studen t 
Gover n ing Board , ?T here was a lot  of  wor k 
that  needed to be done to p repare th is 
even t! For  m any weeks lead ing up  to i t , 
there were m any extensive af ter - school  
m eet ings for  the even t p lann ing team . 
T here was a lot  of  d iscussion  and 
br ainstor m ing about how to or gan ize the 
act iv i t ies, and that resu l ted  in  great 
col labor at ive ef for ts am ong m em ber s in  
the m eet ing room .?

 I n  add i t ion , they m en t ioned that 
the pur pose of  the even t was, ?created to 
encour age m ore m em ber s of  our  school?s 
com m un i ty  to par t i cipate in  civ ic 
engagem en t act iv i t ies, such  as tak ing the 
in i t iat ive to clean  up  and beaut i f y  our  
cam pus. I  hope that these k inds of  even ts 
w i l l  con t inue to insp i re m ore peop le to 
d iscover  what hum an i tar ian  wor k they can  
accom pl ish  to im prove the env i ronm en t 
and save our  p lanet.?

Recycl ing Club m em ber  T hanh  
N guyen  added, ?As a publ ic even t, i t  was 
great seeing not just  studen ts and staf f  

f r om  the school  col labor at ing 
together , but  also just  about anyone 
f rom  the com m un i ty, whether  i t  be 
f am i ly  or  f r iends outside of  the 
school  cooper at ing to do what?s 
good for  the env i ronm en t. Fam i l ies, 
f r iends, and staf f  wor ked together  
over  the even t act iv i t ies, and i t  r eal ly  
helped strengthen  the bonds in  our  
com m un i ty. I  even  saw l i t t le 
ch i ld ren  p ick ing up  tr ash  w i th  thei r  
f am i ly  m em ber s around cam pus!?

To add on , Greenhouse Club 
O f f i cer  Am anda Vo m en t ioned, ?A 
lot  of  us includ ing m e f ind  the 
env i ronm en t at  school  depressing in  
som e ways so i t  i s r eal ly  good that 
we as studen ts are given  the 
oppor tun i ty  to change th is and 
create a better  env i ronm en t. Stud ies 
have shown  that youth  who l ive in  
areas w i th  m ore nature are less stressed 
and env ious. Also, i t  was just  a day for  us to 
have fun , and real ly  feel  together  because 
i t  involved so m any clubs and 
or gan izat ions.?

 W e asked studen ts who par t i cipated  
about thei r  though ts on  th is even t. Jun ior  
D avian  O p i las said , ?H aving even ts l i ke 
th is i s im por tan t for  studen ts and the 
cam pus because i t  p rov ides studen ts w i th  
a com m un i ty  to sur round them selves w i th  
and the cam pus is able to th r ive th rough  
the even ts that  have taken  p lace. Af ter  the 
even t I  fel t  l i ke I  con tr ibuted  to the 

cam pus and accom pl ished m ore by 
help ing out w i th  the p lan ts.?

Another  Jun ior  par t i cipan t 
Khannah  Pham  expressed, ?I  en joyed i t  
because I  got  to spend t im e w i th  m y 
f r iends that I  hadn?t talked to in  a wh i le 
and i t  was just  f un  and si l ly  to pu l l  weeds 
L O L .?

W i thout even ts such  as these and 
the suppor t  of  studen ts, I ndependence 
H igh  School  wouldn?t be how i t  i s today. 
By tak ing par t  in  these act iv i t ies, i t  would  
im prove the env i ronm en t of  our  school  
for  ever yone. 

Ms. Hinchey teaching students how to use a water bag for 
the trees.

Photo Credit: Tony Dang , Junior

The Sen ior  Class of  20 23 is gr aduat ing soon , and 
they would  l i ke to leave som e words of  adv ice for  
f r eshm an , sophom ores and jun ior s. 

Sen ior  Joseph  Cheung says, ?A p iece of  adv ice I  
w ish  som eone gave was to be involved m ore. I  was always 
scared of  jo in ing clubs or  spor ts because I  was wor r ied  I  
wasn 't  good enough  or  that  I  wouldn 't  be accep ted, but in  
m y last  year , I  t r ied  a spor t  and at tended som e club 
m eet ings and found out peop le are real ly  n ice and wan t 
other s to jo in  thei r  groups.?

Join ing a cu l tur al , a per for m ance, or  a 
volun teer ing club can  benef i t  your  h ighschool  exper ience 
as wel l  as jo in ing spor ts such  as sw im , soccer, or  t r ack and 
f ield . 

?I  would  h igh ly  recom m end join ing an  
extr acur r icu lar  to m eet m ore peop le and to f ur ther  your  
in terests w i th  l i ke-m inded peop le.? adds Joseph . 

T he best way to grow and m eet new peop le in  h igh  
school  i s i f  you put your sel f  out  there. So, don?t be af r aid  
to t r y  som eth ing new. 

Sen ior  Fel ix Cheung says, ?I  would  say t r y  
ever y th ing and chal lenge your sel f  (to a reasonable level) 
because th is i s the best t im e to exper im en t. Also t r y  to get 
som e sleep .?

M en tal  and em ot ional  heal th  i s som eth ing that 
studen ts tend to lack when  focusing on  thei r  academ ic 
wor k . Studen ts m igh t neglect  thei r  sleep , hygiene or  
physical  care. You should  u t i l i ze your  weekends to catch  
up  on  sleep  or  p r act ice acts of  sel f - care.  

L ast ly, Sen ior  Sar ah  Cheung says, ?Go to your  
classes even  i f  they?re bor ing and you wan t to sleep? just  
sleep  in  class. You don?t wan t to watch  al l  your  f r iends 
gr aduate wh i le you?re stuck another  year? or  m ore. 

?Your  wor k is im por tan t but don?t p r ior i t i ze your  
wor k over  your  l i ter al  san i ty. I f  your  AP classes are hard , 
m ake f r iends so you can  ask them  for  help .? Sar ah  adds. 

Sen i or  Adv i ce for  
Un der cl assm en
By Puneet Kaur Johal

Spr ead i n g Tastes
Fr om  ar oun d  the w or l d  
By Jordan Delos Reyes, special thanks to Palak Bola 

Five Cul tur al  Clubs un i ted  
together  to host Flavor s of  the 
W or ld , an  even t that  featured food 
and dr inks associated  w i th  the 
cu l tures that the clubs 
represen ted.

Sen ior  M ason  Khan  f rom  
the Ger m an  Club said , ?Flavor s of  
the W or ld  is an  even t that  was 
star ted  by the IH S cu l tur al  clubs in  
20 15? W e brough t i t  back af ter  
near ly  10  year s in  hopes that i t  
cou ld  be another  way for  our  
school  to show of f  i ts m ul t i cu l tur al  
r i chness. IH S has num erous 
cu l tur al  clubs w i th  spectacu lar  
per for m ing ar ts par t i cipat ion , just  
look at  our  annual  M ul t i cu l tur al  
Ral ly. W e bel ieve that exp lor ing 
cu isine is a great way for  m ore 
peop le in  our  com m un i ty  to 
engage w i th  and suppor t  our  
clubs.?

O n  W ednesday Apr i l  26th , 
studen ts wen t to the D  com m ons 
and en joyed beef  rou laden  f rom  
Ger m an  club, L um pia f rom  
M abuhay club, M ango L assi  f r om  
the South  Asian  Studen t 

Associat ion , Ar roz con  L eche f rom  
L at inx Studen t Un ion  (L SU), and 
St icky Rice f rom  Ch inese Club.

T he clubs found that there 
were chal lenges when  i t  cam e to 
rev iv ing f lavor s of  the wor ld .

?Coord inat ing the even t 
and gett ing al l  f i ve cu l tur al  clubs 
to un i te and wor k together  to host 
th is even t took lots of  ef for t  and 
com m un icat ion .? said  Palak Bola 
(12) f r om  the South  Asian  Studen t 
Associat ion  ?O ne of  the biggest 
chal lenge we faced was sel l ing 
t i ckets and spread ing the word  
since i t  was a new even t on  
cam pus and peop le weren?t sure 
what to expect.?

Regard less, the clubs 
v iewed i t  as a wor thwh i le 
exper ience.

Sen ior  Andre Fangon i lo 
f r om  M abuhay com m en ted 
?Flavor s of  the wor ld  was such  a 
cool  exper ience and I  hope that 
the even t grows so m uch  m ore in  
the upcom ing year s. Al l  the food 
and dr inks there were SO  good 

and I  w ish  there was 
m ore peop le to be 
able to exper ience i t .?

Caden  Tan  (10 ), 
p residen t of  Ch inese 
Club said  ?I  l i ke how 
studen ts cou ld  get the 
chance to t r y  food 
f rom  d i f feren t 
cu l tures. T h is even t 
p rom otes the cu l tur al  
d iver si ty  of  our  
school .?

Members of MBC posing by the lumpia. 

Photo Credit: Palak Bola 
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T he IH S Sw im m ing Team  is back 
yet again  w i th  a great to season  as spr ing 
spor ts are back and better  than  ever .

D ur ing the f i r st  hal f  of  the season , 
Sen ior  Captain  Breanna Andaca 
expressed, ?So far  we had a lot  of  ups than  
downs. N ew team m ates, w inn ing m eets, 
and m ak ing new m em or ies have m ade m y 
sw im  exper ience ver y en joyable and I ?m  
sure a lot  of  our  team m ates feel  the sam e 
way. A lot  of ? us have im proved a lot  on  
our  strokes and techn iques at  the 
beginn ing of  the season .?

Sophom ore Joyce Tai  shared 
sim i lar  op in ions and said , ?Ever yone 
wor ked hard  together  to show thei r  
passion  towards sw im m ing and we al l  
were able to push  our  l im i ts to the next 
level .?

A team  goal  that  they have is to w in  
BVAL S and h i t  al l  thei r  PRs by that t im e. 
I n  add i t ion  to grow ing a stronger  bond as a 
team  even  w i th  the usual  cold  weather  and 
f lu  season  that had af fected  the sw im m er s. 

I n  response to th is, Jun ior  Cassie Ly 
said , ?Since I nde is host ing BVAL S th is 
year  for  sw im m ing we real ly  hope to w in  
and get good t im es. Another  goal  we have 

is to grow as a team  and hopefu l ly  next 
year  m ore peop le w i l l  jo in  sw im m ing 
because i t?s an  awesom e spor t  and we are 

the coolest  spor ts team  for  real !?

She con t inued on  by say ing, ?I  
th ink there are t im es where our  m eets can  
be a l i t t le d isor gan ized and we get 
con fused but I  th ink we are wor k ing wel l  
th rough  that so f ar . I  also th ink w i th  a lot  
of  new sw im m er s, i t?s hard  to get ever yone 
on  the sam e page since we are al l  at  
d i f feren t exper iences and levels, but  I  st i l l  

love them .?

D esp i te the chal lenges that the 
team  has faced, Jun ior  Kather ine Yen  
m en t ioned, ?...the ups would  be us w inn ing 
against  schools we though t we d idn?t have 
a chance against . T he loud cheer s af ter  we 
f ind  out that  we won  is what m akes being 
on  the team  so en joyable.?

 Af ter  BVAL S, Sen ior  Captain  
Breanna Andaca spoke about the team ?s 
success. ?T he BVAL  Cham pionsh ips was 
ver y f un  th is year , especial ly  since i t  was 
hosted  at  our  school . I 'm  ver y p roud of  our  
gi r ls team  because we won  1st  p lace and 
2nd p lace for  the boys in  our  d iv ision , so 
I 'm  expect ing m ore w ins for  the team  in  
the f u ture.?

 N eed less to say, BVAL S wen t 
extrem ely wel l  for  our  sw im  team . Even  
apar t  f r om  thei r  success in  the 
com pet i t ion , Breanna Andaca shared her  
exper ience w i th  BVAL S as par t  of  the 
team . ?I  th ink the over al l  takeaway of  m y 
BVAL s exper ience was bond ing w i th  
ever yone under  the sun  and m ak ing m ore 
m em or ies together . W e had sen ior  n igh t 
af ter wards wh ich  topped i t  of f ."

By Keyra Aguilera &  Alleah Borromeo

A Successfu l  Season  for  Sw i m
Gir ls Division W in BVAL Cham pionships

T he Tr ack and Field  Team  f in ished i ts f i r st  year  in  the B 
d iv ision , m oving up  f rom  C. 

 Coach  Khoi  said  ?O ur  f i r st  year  in  th is d iv ision  and last  year  we 
f in ished f i r st  in  the boys and second in  the gi r ls. And we m oved 
up  and we d id  p ret ty  dam n good for  our  f i r st  year .?

 O ne par t i cu lar  p roud m om en t i s when  i t  was revealed  that one of  
thei r  hurd ler s, sen ior  Ben  Kin  H o Tsang, i s revealed  to be the #3 
H S T & F H urd ler  in  the coun tr y. H e also accep ted an  ath let i c 
scholar sh ip  to Cal  State San  L u is O bispo (SL O ).

 T hat i s to say that th is season  d id  not com e w i th  i ts chal lenges. 
O ne of  the biggest chal lenges includes a lack of  per sonnel : 
coaches, gi r ls, hurd ler s, and jum per s. 

?Coach ing is always a chal lenge. I  always feel  l i ke I  do not have 
enough  t im e ?  enough  help  ? ? said  Coach  Khoi .

Fur ther m ore, desp i te the lack of  peop le, that  does not m ean  that 
the costs are not an  issue.

 ?W e have 60  ath letes, so we needed to buy un i for m s. T he 
ath letes and thei r  f am i l ies had to buy un i for m s for  $90  a p iece.? 
said  Khoi  ?...W e don?t have fund ing, we don?t have a booster  club, 
we don?t have add i t ional  paren ts stepp ing in .?

 But th is does not detr act  f r om  the p layer s or  thei r  cur ren t level  
of  success. For  instance, the gi r ls have won  3 m eets that  were not 
in  thei r  f avor .

 Sen ior  Ivan  Esquival , a f i r st  sp r in ter , had th is to say about t r ack : 
?T he com m un i ty  i s real ly  n ice? we have m eets ever y week and I  
look for ward  to them . I  do wel l  on  the t r ack m eets?  T he coach  is 
l i ke he has the capabi l i ty  to be a col lege coach , that  i s why our  
t r ack team  does real ly  wel l .?

Esquival  added, ?Tr ack is cool  because anyone can  be on  tr ack . As 

long as you are not d iscip l ined or  lazy. Even  i f  you are slow, you 
can  do a lot  of  wor k and st i l l  be on  the t im e.?

 O ver al l , the team  does not feel  that  i t  i s stopp ing there, in  f act , 
Coach  Khoi  i s ?con f iden t  con f iden t that  we can  go to A league 
and k ick those asses.? 

 ?W e have great ath letes and great peop le. T hey have been  m ore 
independen t and knowledgeable than  they have ever  been . O ur  
ath letes have been  better  at  tak ing care of  them selves. And r igh t  
now we have a great foundat ion  for  later  success,? Khoi  said . ?W e 
are m ore successfu l  than  we have ever  been  and we would  love 

On  Tr ack  to be On  Top 
By Jordarn Delos Reyes

W ith  a tough  season , the Boys 
Tenn is Team  is cur ren t ly  aim ing to 
im prove thei r  gam e for  next year . 

?T hey got a lot  of  good [opposing 
team s] team s. I  [d idn?t]  expect them  to w in  

at  where they 're at  (thei r  m indset i s not 
there). I 'd  r ather  get them  to im prove for  
next season ,? said  Coach  Scott .

T he season  ended w i th  a record  of  1 
w in  and 9 loses; 2nd year  Coach  RL  Scott  

str ives for  a better  team  next season .

?[T ]here are gam es that we 
shouldn 't  lose to but we d id  on ly  because 
[our  team  lacks] exper ience. I t  com es 
down  to who has m ore exper ience,? said  
Coach  Scott . ?W hen  i t  i s a m atch  
between  2 p rofessionals that  are good, i t  
al l  com es down  to who can  outsm ar t  &  
out last  the other  on  the cour t .?

Speci f i cal ly, Coach  Scott  wan ts to 
focus on  str ategy and m indset. W h i le the 
p layer s know how to p lay tenn is, 
accord ing to Scott , the p layer s ?do not 
under stand how to p lay the gam e.?

Coach  Scott  com m en ts ?[T hey 

have] a lot  of  lear n ing [to do] on  how to 
p lay for  each  poin t  and not just  [for ]  
h i t t ing the bal l . T hey just  h i t  and go 
th rough  the m ot ion . [T hey need to] know 
what they do next (they lack exper ience).? 
N ext year  they should  be p ret ty  good, they 
need to under stand what they are doing 
wrong and lear n  f rom  that.?

W h i le th is year  m ay not be the best 
for  the boys tenn is team , i t  does not m ean  
that they take away noth ing f rom  i t . T he 
team  w i l l  be con t inu ing p r act ices in  the 
sum m er.

?T h is year  i s al l  about 
under stand ing why they are losing and 
gett ing in to that . T hey shouldn 't  be losing 
to these team s- - [the opponen ts are] not  
beat ing [our  team ], [our  p layer s are] 
beat ing [them selves. I f  they under stand 
that they w i l l  be a better  team .? said  Coach  
Scott .

Ten n i s Task s: Pr epar at i on  & Pl ay i n g The Gam e
By Jordarn Delos Reyes
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A M em orable Season Com es to an End 

By A. Pang

Set  for  the Season
A Look  at Boys Vol leybal l  
By Aleah Borromeo, Keyra Aguilera, and Lyric Sauao

 I ndependence H igh  School?s boys 
vol leybal l  i s back just  in  t im e for  the spr ing 
season . W i th  no p reseason  to star t  them  
of f , thei r  f i r st  gam e was an  away gam e 
against  Br anham  as thei r  f i r st  hom e and 
league gam e was canceled  due to cam pus 
act iv i t ies.

?W e hope to w in  and poten t ial ly  
m ake CCS again . W e also wan t to beat 
Piedm on t i f  that  gam e ever  happens,? 
sen ior  Ky le Car bonel l  exp lained when  
asked what he hopes for  in  regards to th is 
season . 

Car bonel l  con t inues to exp lain  how 

d i f feren t th is season  is f r om  the last , ?O ur  
team  th is year  i s com pletely  d i f feren t f r om  
last  year , last  year  we had one real ly  good 
p layer  who car r ied  us when  we were in  
t r ouble. T h is year  we have to wor k m ore as 
a team  and m ake sure ever yone is doing 
thei r  par t  to w in  gam es.? Sen ior  Vik r am  
Bhardwaj expresses h is v iew on  the 
d i f ference between  th is season  and last  
season , ?L osing last  year 's sen ior s 
def in i tely  af fected  our  p lay sty le because 
we had som e real ly  great p layer s but now 
we?re p lay ing at  the r hy thm  that wor ks for  
us and not last  year 's team .? 

?L ast season , our  team  m ain ly  
consisted  of  sen ior s (CO  20 22). W e lost  
som e great p layer s l i ke the Ander son  
Tw ins who helped get us so f ar  in to CCS. 
T h is year , var si ty  i s a way sm al ler  team  so 
i t 'l l  be tough  tr y ing to bu i ld  our selves back 
up  to chal lenge other  team s in  A L eague.? 
sen ior  L ou ie Cabrer a added.

W hen  asked what school  i s the 
m ost ner ve r ack ing for  the team  to p lay, 
m ost of  them  agreed on  Br anham  H igh  
School . ?I t?s p robably  Br anham  because of  
how big they are,? sophom ore Ky le N guyen  
clar i f ied .

O ther s also agreed on  Piedm on t 
H i l ls H igh  School . Jun ior  Patr ick 
H oang sim p ly  stated , ?Piedm on t. 
I  don?t wanna see m y f r iends.?

Fin ish ing up  the season , the boys 
vol leybal l  team  has a 4-8 record , 
hav ing p layed 6 away league 
gam es and 6 hom e league 
gam es. T h is year ?s boys 
vol leybal l  team  is coached by 
Coach  Kenneth  N guyen  who 
hopes to ?rebu i ld , grow and 
at tack new obstacles w i th  f u l l  
con f idence and aggression  and 
over al l  becom e the best ver sion  
we can  becom e? dur ing th is 
season .

W hen  asked what he tr ies to 
em phasize to h is p layer s the 
m ost, Coach  Kenneth  sim p ly  
stated , ?I  t r y  to em phasize 
spor tsm ansh ip  and in tegr i ty  
wh i le being able to be con f iden t 
and aggressive in  the way they 
p lay and car r y  them selves to 
pass al l  possible obstacles w i th  
no hesi tat ion .? 

W i th  thei r  last  show of  thei r  
season , I ndependence?s w in ter  guard  
p resen ted Two M onarchs, to wr ap  up  an  
exci t ing and even tfu l  season .

So what exact ly  i s w in ter  guard? 
You?ve seen  color  guard  on  the f ield  w i th  
the 76th  Cavalr y  M arch ing Band, but now 
they have taken  thei r  per for m ances 
inside? showcasing thei r  sk i l ls at  
school  r al l ies, thei r  m ost recen t one 
at  th is year ?s Batt le of  the Classes. 

"W in ter  guard  is an  indoor  
color  guard  act iv i ty  that  focuses on  
the ar t i st i c aspects of  color  guard , 
r ather  than  the col labor at ion  w i th  
the m arch ing band,? exp lains sen ior  
and co-cap tain  Abby Tejam , ?W e 
have at tended num erous 
com pet i t ions includ ing per for m ing 
at  O ak Grove H igh  School , Frem on t 
H igh  School , and Jam es L ogan  H igh  
School . W e also per for m ed at  the 
m ul t i - cu l tur al  and BO T C r al ly.?

As m en t ioned, thei r  BO T C 
per for m ance was com plete w i th  
choreogr aphy featur ing f lags, r i f les, 
and sabres? al l  wh ich  enhanced and 
told  a stor y  th rough  thei r  
per for m ance.

Sophom ore aud ience m em ber  
Sawyer  Shaw notes, ?I  though t i t  was 
p ret ty  cool . I  l i ke the way they toss the 
r i f les in  the ai r  and al l  the sabre 
choreogr aphy, and especial ly  how the 
f lags were l i ke, *swoosh*  *swoosh* , that  
was p ret ty  m uch  m y favor i te par t ,?

L ed by sen ior s and co-cap tains 
Abigai l  Tejam  and Cadence Ch iu , w in ter  
guard  is m ade up  of  over  twen ty m em ber s 
as of  thei r  last  season  w i th  the help  of  a 
choreogr aph ing instr uctor .  

?T hese even ts are the biggest 
payof f  of  the season ,? recal ls 
choreogr aph ing instr uctor  and show 

designer  Jade N gyuen , ?al l  we look 
for ward  to when  rehear sing and 
p r act icing the show is being able to 
showcase i t  and to per for m  i t  to an  
aud ience. I t?s am azing to see al l  the 
com m un i t ies that  do color  guard  com e 
together  to bond over  th is beloved spor t  

of  the ar ts. N ot on ly  can  studen ts show of f  
thei r  wor k of  the season , but they also get 
to bond w i th in  our  per sonal  group  and 
other  schools and bu i ld  such  a strong 
com m un i ty  of  am azing per for m er s.?

As the season  com es to an  end, 
m em ber s look for ward  to f u ture 
act iv i t ies? whether  i t  be at  I ndependence 

or  beyond.

?...there?s an  outside br anch  of  
guard  that i s k ind  of  a nat ion -w ide 
level  of  guard  cal led  D CI  (D r um  
Cor ps I n ter nat ional) and I ?d  be 
w i l l ing to pur sue that in  the near  
f u ture,? noted Sen ior  Veron ica 
H ong when  asked about thei r  
f u ture p lans, ?I  w i l l  cher ish  al l  the 
m em or ies. I  th ink i t?s one of  the 
best seasons we?ve had and 
al though  we d idn?t par t i cu lar ly  w in , 
I  st i l l  value the guard  as a whole 
group  i tsel f .?

?W in ter  guard  is such  a safe space 
for  m e to express m ysel f  th rough  
the for m  of  dancing w i th  m y 
equipm en t. I  en joy seeing 
ever yone?s hard  wor k and the 
m on ths of  p rogression  to m ake th is 
show idea com e to l i fe. I t?s 
especial ly  sat isf y ing seeing the 

im provem en ts ever yone m akes 
th roughout ever y rehear sal ,? expressed 
co-cap tain  Abby Tejam , ?Ever yone here is 
incred ibly  hard-wor k ing and m akes 
com ing to the gr uel ing hour s of  long 
rehear sals so wor th  i t .?

W i n ter  Guar ds Last  Show : Tw o M on ar chs
A M em orable Season Com es to an End
By Ashely Pang

Abigail Tejam and Candence Chiu taking the crown

Photo Credit: Alex Le 
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("What Were Class of 2023's..." c0nt. from page 
1) 

?M y m ost m em or able m om en t in  
m y sen ior  year  was gett ing a p rom  date 
dur ing the week of  p rom ,? Angelo Asp i r as 
responds.

Kel ly  Vo m en t ions, ?Tr y ing to get 
back in to the p rom  venue af ter  m ak ing an  
honest m istake on ly  for  the secur i ty  guard  
to say ?sor r y  no in  and outs? and lock ing 
the en tr ance in  f r on t  of  our  f aces. m uch  
joy !?

Gabr iel le Gar r ido says, ?W hen  Ash ton  and 
I  won  p rom  k ing and queen  because i t  was 
a ver y sen t im en tal  m om en t especial ly  w i th  
the song that p layed for  us. Ever y th ing fel t  
so am azing!?

L aur a Son  adds, ?Prom  was the 
m ost m em or able m om en t in  h igh  school . I  
loved the adrenal ine feel ing of  get t ing 
ready and feel ing put together . Seeing 
ever yone look f reak ing AM AZ IN G. T he 
venue being at  San ta Cr uz too!! Goodness, 
i t  was m y f i r st  t im e dr iv ing there w i th  
f r iends (I  d idn?t d r ive tho) BUT  YA we 
reser ved at  M akais and we gained m any 
com pl im en ts and then  lef t  to m eet our  
f r iends that took the bus. T H E SUN SET  
SCEN ERY O M GG, i t  was just  sooo p ret ty. I  
d idn?t take any photos w i th  anyone else tho 
:( but  I  st i l l  took good p ictures w i th  m y 
f r iends!! Food was good too!! 10 / 10  :D ?

Ch i  L e notes, ?N app ing in  class and 
gal lop ing to lunch .?

M oi r ah  Gascon  says, ?Bubbles.?

?Probably  when  I  p r act ice w i th  m y 
team m ates in  m y tr ack and f ield  team ,? 
responds Ben  Tsang.

?L i ter al ly  d rown ing in  water  polo, 
but  what?s l iv ing w i thout alm ost dy ing? 
# l iv ingl i kelar r y,? m en t ions Jasm ine 
Aquinde

Ki r stei  Aquino com m en ts, ?T he 
m ost m em or able m om en t in  m y four  
year s of  h igh  school  was m y vol leybal l  
sen ior  n igh t because I  have been  p lay ing 
for  al l  m y year s so that n igh t was special  
for  m e.?

Rya M adr id  adds, ?M y m ost 
m em or able m om en t in  m y whole four  
year s of  h ighschool  was m y last  vol leybal l  
season  because we wen t undefeated in  
league and wen t to the f i r st  r ound at  CCS.?

Rafael  M ed ina says, ?T he m ost 
m em or able m om en ts are hanging out and 
m ak ing f r iends.?

?W hen  I  jo ined M abuhay for  the 
f i r st  t im e and m et m y awesom e f r iends,? 
m en t ions Aaron  Gut ier rez. 

Alvaro Cuel lar  responds, ?T he m ost 
m em or able m om en t in  m y 4 year s of  h igh  
school  i s hav ing m y best f r iends D erek, 
Jah i r , and John . T hey always stayed by m y 
side no m atter  what even  on  bad t im es 
they st i l l  stuck w i th  m e and never  betr ayed 
m e or  lef t  m y side.?

?W hen  I  heard  20 23 won  the BO T C 
th is year ,? m en t ions T h i  N guyen .

Ly r ic Sauao com m en ts, 
?Per for m ing four  t im es dur ing BO T C.?

Kai t lyn  Phan  responds, ?O ne of  m y 
m ost m em or able m om en ts th roughout m y 
4 year s at  I ndy is def in i tely  BO T C th is 
year . T he ener gy f rom  our  sen ior  class was 
a feel ing I  can?t descr ibe and being able to 
take p ictures w i th  f r iends at  the end is 
som eth ing I ?l l  r em em ber  forever . M y 
adv ice to the underclassm en  is go to al l  the 
school  even ts and have fun , you w i l l  never  
get to exper ience h igh  school  ever  again .?

Jenny L iu  says, ?BO T C last  year  and 
f i r st  year  back f rom  cov id . I t  was insane.?

?T hat one t im e when  ever yone was 
p rotest ing because i t  was ver y shock ing,? 
Am y O kum a m en t ions.

?T he walk on  water  i s m y m ost 
m em or able m om en t,? Ethan  H o notes.

T heresa Kodenkandeth  says, ?M y 
m ost m em or able m om en t would  be not 
hav ing school  in  the m idd le of  the week 
dur ing d istance lear n ing, giv ing us a break 
in  between  to rechar ge.?

Kenet Palacios com m en ts, ?M y 
m ost m em or able m om en t here was when  I  
saw al l  the ar t  in  the gal ler y.?

?M y m ost m em or able m om en t was 
p robably  Solar  Su i tcase Club's W ater walk . 
Since v i r tual  lear n ing, i t  was Solar  
Su i tcase's d ream  to br ing back the 
W ater walk to cam pus, wh ich  we d id  th is 
year  and last  year . I t 's a d i f f i cu l t  even t to 
put together , consider ing our  low 
m em ber sh ip , but  th rough  hard  wor k , we 
were able to br ing i t  back. I 'm  glad  that I  
got  to be a par t  of  Solar  Su i tcase's m essage 
and I  hope that the club can  con t inue to 
br ing the W ater walk to I ndependence,? 
notes M atthew Guard iano.

?Going to greenhouse club 
m eet ings af ter  school ,? com m en ts L an i  
Chau.

Jasm ine M ok m en t ions, ?Alm ost 

dy ing at  school  because I  decided that I  
wan ted to eat a dum pl ing whole and 
alm ost chok ing to death  in  M r. H awor th?s 
class dur ing jun ior  year .?

?M y m ost m em or able m om en t was 
sign ing of f  ever yone?s last  m inute RPO s ;)? 
responds Josel la de Guzm an , ASB Vice 
Presiden t of  Finance and Records.

?I  guess m y m em or able h igh  school  
m om en t was m ak ing the sen ior  poster s for  
som e of  the vol leybal l  peop le for  the past 3 
year s lM AO .. idk i f  that  coun ts but thats al l  
i  can  th ink of . I  m ade 4 in  total  two th is 
year , one last  year , and one last  last  year , 
and i  guess i t  was m em or able because of  
thei r  r eact ions and watch ing thei r  f aces 
l igh t  up  when  they see thei r  poster s hung 
up  on  the gym ,? m en t ions Q ueen ie Tr an .

Valer ia Gom ez responds, ?Probably  
the last  week?  I  feel  l i ke i t?s al l  cr ash ing 
because ever y th ing is com ing al l  at  once, 
f ield  t r ips and f inals. I t?s stressfu l  and 
exci t ing.? 

?M arch  13th , 20 20 . I  r em em ber  
being in  m y Span ish  class when  the 
announcem en t cam e to tel l  us we had two 
weeks of f  so i t  was super  exci t ing at  f i r st . 
T hen  we d idn?t com e back for  m ore than  a 
year,? says H ope L ivengood.

Par is M ar t inez m en t ions, ?L eaving 
for  cov id . I  was in  M s. K im bal l?s class and 
ever yone was ver y exci ted  to have no 
school . I  r em em ber  M s. K im bal l  t r y ing to 
calm  ever yone, say ing ?i t?s on ly  two weeks.? 
W e al l  know how that ended up .?

Jaden  D ang com m en ts, ?Al l  of  the 
f un  even ts of  m y sen ior  year  were m y m ost 
m em or able m om en ts. H om ecom ing, Toga 
D ay, H al loween  day, Prom . En joy ing al l  of  
these m om en ts w i th  m y f r iends m ade i t  
such  a f un  year  wh ich  un for tunately  com es 
to an  end.?

?W herever  you go, your  m em or ies 
f r om  the p lace you grew up  in  always 
rem ain  special ,? says Gur u Randhawa. 

Sad ly  our  four  year s are com ing to 
an  end, i t  has been  an  am azing jour ney f u l l  
of  m em or ies and exper iences we?l l  never  
for get. W e?ve al l  grown  and changed so 
m uch  since we f i r st  star ted  together , and 
now i t?s f inal ly  for  us to say goodbye. W e?l l  
never  for get al l  the t im es we?ve spen t 
together , and we?l l  always cher ish  the 
m em or ies we?ve shared. T hank you for  
ever y th ing, sen ior s. You?ve been  an  
am azing group  of  peop le to be around, 
and we?l l  never  for get al l  the m em or ies 
we?ve shared. Goodbye Class of  20 23! 

W i th  a studen t 
populat ion  of  around 30 0 0 , 
I ndependence is hom e to al l  
types of  car s dr iven  here by 
studen ts. H aving a car  as a 
studen t i s always the f i r st  key 
to being f ree and independen t. 
H aving a f avor i te car  in  m ind is 
always som eth ing f un  to th ink 
about. W hether  i t  i s a super  
expensive spor ts car  or  a cheap 
and rel iable dai ly  car . 

Ben jam in  M ai  m en t ions 
that, ?M y favor i te car  i s the 
M K5 Supr a. I  just  love the 
design  and body of  the car . I t  i s 
such  a cool  car  w i th  lots of  
per for m ance capabi l i t ies.? 

A sur vey done found 

that 21% of  h igh  studen ts found 
a l i k ing to the H onda Civ ic. 
T he Civ ic's reputat ion  for  
rel iabi l i ty, f uel  ef f i ciency, and 
custom izable op t ions m ade i t  a 
h i t  am ong the studen t 
populat ion . I t  i s also concluded 
that studen ts p laced a h igh  
value on  safety  and p r act ical i ty  
when  choosing a car . M any 
ci ted  features such  as backup 
cam er as, bl ind  spot 
m on i tor ing, and spacious 
in ter ior s as im por tan t f actor s 
in  thei r  decision  m ak ing 
p rocess.

?I  d r ive a 20 17 Jaguar  
X E and i t  i s cur ren t ly  m y 
favor i te car . I  love the in ter ior  

of  the car  and how com for table 
i t  i s. T he car  i s over al l  ver y 
rel iable and easy to m ain tain  
and I  f ind  i t  great for  dai ly  
d r iv ing? says Fr ancis Valdez.

T he Subar u W RX is 
another  popular  choice, 
because of  i ts spor ty  hand l ing 
and al l  wheel  d r ive capabi l i ty. 
Al l  car s have thei r  own  
pur poses and un ique tr ai ts. 
Som e studen ts go for  rel iabi l i ty  
and com for t , wh i le other s 
m igh t go for  spor ty  and good 
hand l ing wh ich  m igh t sacr i f i ce 
com for t . 

H ans Paqutte states, 
?M y dream  car  would  be an  
RX-7 FD . I  just  love Japanese 

spor ts car s and how they look. I  
also love the Japanese car  
cu l ture and th ink i t  i s ver y 
in terest ing.? 

H aving a f avor i te car  in  
m ind is always a f un  th ing to 
th ink about. I t  i s im por tan t to 
rem em ber  not to ignore the 
h igh  cost of  own ing a car  
though . I nsur ance and 
m ain tenance is always 
som eth ing to th ink about. 
O ver al l , I ndependence 
studen ts have a w ide r ange of  
p references when  i t  com es to 
car s. At  the end of  the day we 
al l  share a desi re for  veh icles 
that  are sty l i sh , af fordable, and 
p r act ical . 

By Jaden Dang

W hat  Ar e The Sen i or s' Favor i te Car s?
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